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THE “TIMES” AND SPIRITUALISM. 


Tae Times having at last, and at great length, spoken out on Spiritualism, we have this week departed somewhat from our usual 
course in order that investigators, as well as Spiritualists, may have before them a clear resumé of the manner and mode of eriticism 
adopted by the Press towards this great subject, from which it will be distinctly seen that the Times is neither better nor worse than 
many of its contemporaries; but, like them, resorts to the usual artifices of suppression, distortion, and begging-ofquestion, to the 


miszuidance and insult of the general reader. 
We commence by printing, without alteration or abridgment, the Times article, which is most famously contradictory. It first ass 
the Dialectical Society’s Committee's Report “to be nothing more than a farrago of impotent conclusions :” and then, on the investigation 


of its own reporter, adopts precisely similar conclusions, arrived at through precisely similar facts, and puts these forward as reasons to 


induce the scientist to take up the subject! Thus the public is asked, two years after the event, to accept as truth and wisdom from an 
thirty- 


unknown reporter what, in the same breath, it is urged to reject as foolishness, although endorsed by the names and exertions of thirty 
two well-known gentlemen, chosen as investigators because of their intelligence, status, and educational ability to cope with 


onal 


subject, to say nothing of the fact that the Times reporter relies for his evidence upon the services of professional mediums, a cinss 


of persons held up by him as mercenary and to be despised; whereas the Dialectical Committee spoke to phenomena which oceurred t 
themselves, and without any such aid—facts which the Times most diligently suppresses. 


We will not, however, anticipate, but simply urge upon investigators a careful study of this article and of the argument we append 


(a: a general answer to the newspapers) entitled “The Press versus Spiritualism,” and we further urge a comparison of both a 
with the Dialectical Report. For ourselves we will not, in dealing with the Times, zo beyond a plain reassertion of 
phenomena of Spiritualism, as we hold their recognition, whether adversely or otherwise, as a step gained—a step, 
important to overlook, and necessarily preliminary to a consideration of the question in its higher phases. 


3 


SPIRITUALISM AND SCIENCE. = 

(Reprinted from the Tines of December 26th, 1372.) the 

Tt is now nearly twenty years since the late Professor Faraday made a 

public the result of his investigations into the then fashionsble mania ne 

of table-turning. With apparent conclusiveness, he proved that the £ 

mysterious movements which were at that time the new nine-days' = 

wonder of the world arose from unconscious muscular action; but, such x 
ngs. 


is the tenacity of a belief once received into the mind, this solution 
of the pseudo-marvel seems to hare satisfied few but those who were 
prepared to accept it by previous disbelief. Spiritualism and its i! E> A 
adherents never heeded it; they went on their way rejoicing, and rose “the phenomena alleged to be spiritual manifestat 
day by day on stepping-stones of their former selves to mysteries thereon.” A committee had been nor 
wonderful and still more wonderful. Our Australian Correspondence 
of this morning shows that the Spiritualist epidemic has reached the 
Antipodes, und that it has already attained the dignity there of having 
its own Press, and, still more, its own scbismatics and sectarians. That 
in a generation which beasts itself to be one of exact scienee and pliin 
matter-of-fact a belief should have been so long-lived, and should hare 
grown even to such proportions that Mr. William Howitt, one of its 
chief fanatics, can number its adherents at “twenty millions,“ and that 
it should have attained to such an age and vitality without its falsity 
baying been demonstrated to the satisfaction of all but the very 
ignorant, is strange indeed. It is evident either that the subject is 
surrounded by unusual difficulties, or that in this matter our scientific 
men have signally fuiled to do their duty by the public, which looks A é orn E B 
to thèm for its facts. We believe the latter to be the case. It may be “Your committee, taking into consideration the high chara? oe 
said, and is said by some, that Spiritualism was long ago investigated great intelligence of many of the witnesses to the more « oogonia A 
and proved to be a mass of hg ene and delusion : but, asa matter facts, the extent to which their testimony is supported by the ” por : 
of fact, this is not so, for there has never been undertaken an Inquiry of the sub-committees, and the absence of any proof of impostum 
of thst impartial, authoritative, and thorough nature which alone can or delusion as regards a large portion of the phenomena a 

ide a prejudiced controversy. Our savans = 


jargon which had for the last twenty years bee: 


tualism by a Committee of the Dialectical S at 4 
i turned out to oe 


to just this, that— 


, too much preferring to having regard to the esceptional character of the phenome 
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civilis d who are more or less iniluenced by a belief in their 
supernatural origin, and to the fet that no philosophical explanation 
‘them has yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them to state 
eir conviotion that the subject is worthy of more serious attention and 


careful investigation than it bas hitherto received.” 


espilo iis portentous proamble, this judgment left the matter 
OXN Where it was before, and surely it aid not need eighteen months 
of consideration to convince us that Spiritualism, or any other disputed 
matter, was worthy of #seriona attention’ and “careful investigation "! 

ough this solemn and protracted inquiry came to nothing after all, 
the printed Report of the Committee contains such a curious mass of 
“evidence” that some extracts from its pages may serve better than 
anything else to give our non-spiritualistic readers some iden of the 
marvellous proportions to which the faith, which at first was a mere 
turning of fables, has swollen in these latter days. 

As good a witness a3 any to take first in order is Mr. Jencken, bar- 
rister-at-law, M.R.I. He tells us bow he has known the air of his own 
drawing-room heavily laden with tables “clear overbead,” with a " semi- 
grand,” and with an aceordion “suspended in ge for 10 or 20 
minutes, and played by an invisible agency.” “These I hold ”—he 
actually adds—* may be conceded as established facts.” Many are the 
wonderful tales of Mr, Home's “elongations,” of his holding a fire in 
hand, possibly by thinking of the frosty Caucasus. Ladies have borne on 
their heads red-hot metal bells and have not been burnt, and Lord Adare, 
now Earl of Dusraven, has taken into his palm a burning live coal with 
like impunity. The Hon. Mrs, —— testifies to having seen a deceased 
relative “about eight fect high” pass “right through the Master of 
Lindsay, causing him to shiver with cold.” Mr. Simkiss, however, has 
not been so fortunate, for, says he, 

“I haye tried in a variety of ways to see, hear, or feel spirits myself, 
by sitting frequently in circles as passively as pomii by submitting 
myself to repeated mesmerie manipulations, and by sitting alone in the 
dead of night for many hours in a room that was used for some years 
exclusively for the purpose of spirits and mediums, and might be con- 
sidered to be thoroughly permeated with spiritual magnetism—but all 


with no apparent effect.” 


Poor Mr. Simkiss! we pity him from the bottom of our heart. Should | 


he be still in the flesh when we bave left it, and should we find ourselves 
doomed to dance attendance on what the advertisements of their maga- 
zines call “ spiritual circles,” he may depend upon our making an attempt 
to take his hand under the table. What must make the armour of Mr. 
Simkiss’ spiritual impregnability doubly a burden to him is that “ for 
the past three years my wife has been a medium, and has been very 
frequently possessed by the spirit of a Scotchman, who invariably spoke 
broad Scotch through ber.” Then there is Mr. Jones, who has seen a 
large loo table tremble like a leaf, and rise as high as the ceiling, “ and 
that in the presence of six or seven leading individuals in London, 
whose names, if mentioned, would command universal r RAA 
little further on we stumble upon the “ leading individuals” themselves, 
in the person of Mr. Cromwell Varley and Mrs. Milner Gibson. The 
latter, at a seanco under the auspices of Mr. Home, wore a white 
stomacher, “ which suddenly became inflated by,” as she said, “her 
spirit-child,” and this in the light of five gas burners. As for Mr. 
arley, the spirits have been at his side in sickness and in law; the 

have taught him how to eure ulcers, and warned him of a Chancery suit 
with the Atlantic Telegraph Company. But they have been in still 
closer communion with Mr. Hockley for the last 45 years. Mr. Hockley 
“ once knew a sceress who weighed 19 stone; he knew another who 
was “an admirable seeress, and obtained some splendid answers by 
means of crystals.” He himself has not been so fortunate, for, thoug 
he has had a crystal for 47 years, he has never seen anything init. But 
he had no need, for the “admirable” lady had only to look into her 
crystal and “speak it all off like reading a book,” and he keeps carefully 
under lock and key 300 volumes, containing upwards of 12,000 answers, 
and he also bus “nearly 1,000 volumes on occult sciences "—we wish he 
would call them arts. 

Mr. Home himself attended at one of the meetings, and gave evidence 
as to his “ levitations” and * elongations,” relating, among other marvels, 
the generally-known story of a seance at the Tuileries. He tells us of 
a lady who was in the habit of seeing “ heads in her lapat night. They 
were quite luminous; there was quitea glow about them.” ‘The Master 
of Lindsay, now Lord Lindsay, and well known for his various scientific 
knowledge and researches, deposes to having s:en Mr. Home, elongated 
11 inches, floating round a room in an armchair, “ pushing the pictures 
out of their places ss he passed along the walls” of a room at Mr. 
Milner Gibson's house. Lord Lindsay also testifies to Mr. Home havin 
floated out of a window in Victoria Street 85 fect from the ground, an 
in at another on the same story. He has seen Mr. Home in full light 
stunding in the air 17 inches from the ground, and he has ulso seen, 
when suffering from over-study, the speetre of 2 black dog. Presently 
we have another “leading individual” in the person of Mr. Hain 
Friswel!l, the author of The Gentle Life, who, in rather dubious phrase, 
begins bis depositions by describing himself as a “loose hanger-on. of 
the Church of England.” He is, he tells us, inclined to account for the 
manifestations by the Satanic theory. for he has repeatedly stopped them 
by an adjuration in which he always used the nameof the Trinity. He 

_ believes in dinbslical possession, bas seen people fonming at the mouth 
and prophesying round Mrs. Marshall's table, and felt tbat it was what 
the Apostles might have seen and Tertullian has described. Mr. Hain 
Friswell is evidently a “loose hanger-on” of Spiritualism as well as of 
the Church of England. We msy note that, secording to a letter sent 
to a newspaper, the fouming ät the mouth at Mrs. Marshall's was not 
that “diubolical possession” which Mr. Friswell believes in, but the 
diversion of a party of actors out for a practical joke. j 

In addition to this overwhelming mass of very overwhelming 
evidence. the Dialectical Commitice printed in their Report many 
pages of correspondence and some portentous “communications” from 

ersons not members of their body. They had several civil refusals 
rom eminent men asked to serve on the inquiry, and some suggestions 
from others. Professor Huxley wrote a note, in which be declar 
that the only good of a demonstration of the truth of Spiritualism 
would be to furnieh an additional argument against suicide. “Better 
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twaddle by a m n hired nl a n seanco," Mr, G, I, Lewes 
py golden advice when he said, “Distinguish between Pacte and 
nferences from facts.” Me, William Howitt asked whether the Dislee- 
tical Society, after having determined the teuth of Spiritualism whieh 
had “now received the assent of about twenty millions of people in all 
countries,” would proceed to investigate the correctness of the theory 
of the Copernican system, of gravitation, or of thy circulation of the 
blood ; for Spiritualisus, he considered, “stood fairly on the nme basis 
of fact.” Lord Lytton sent an extremely judicious lotter, but betrayed 
his sympathies by quoting Albertus Magnus, He is evidently a * loose 
hanger-on” of Spiritunliam, but for all that wrote with shrewd and 
sober sense, giving good advice to the committee, warning it not to 
jump to conclusions, and remarking the trivighty and juanity of the 
“messages.” Mr, G. IL Lewes, in a eccond fetter, full of sound 
maxims, cantioned the committee not to confound “the enuse we do 
not know with an unknown cause;” and Profersor Tyndall was willing 
to “pay due respect to the invitations of euch menis Mr. Wallace or 
Mr. Crookes, and to witness whatever new phenomena they were in a 
position to show him.” Dr. Carpenter enclosed the committee an 
abstract of an article on " Unconscious Cerebration,” which he con- 
tributed long ago to the Quarterly Heview. So that allogether there was 
no lack of good advice. 

If not quite so lively as the oral evidence, the * communications from 
poner not members of the committee” were very remarkable. Jn 

fty pages of close print Miss Anna Blackwell expounded her theories, 
which, as she informs us, ‘tare of the school of spiritist philosophy 
founded by the Inte Allan Kardec.” When we say that the Deity fa 
called a “ Casual Being,” that there is a great deal about * the Primor- 
dial Fluid,” that we are confidently promised a future life in the planet 
Jupiter, where our “ putrescible flesh” will be changed into “a light 
and beautiful corporeal envelope,” formed by a “non-sexual magnetic 
action,” whatever that may be, we have given a very faint idea of a 
production from the perusal of which no one can rise without a 
deliberate and ineradicable conviction that either he or the author is 
stark and staring mad. Miss Anna Blackwell sets her Spiritualistic 
experience side by side with her philosophie convictions, She has 
received “a violent blow on the head from an unseen agent ;” she tells 
us how the face of Charles Dickens lately smiled upon Mrs. M. G., 
“whose initials will be recognised by many,” out of the tortoiseshell 
handle of her new parasol, and how she has seen in her own dressing- 
room,—* Standing in the air like the saints and angels in old pictures, 
a group of eighteen or twenty handsome young men, in white tunics, with 
red belts and buskins, and curious red hats; with * eream-bow!’ crowns and 
very broad brims, embroidered with gold and set on so elantingly that 
the thin line of gold on the edge of the brims produced round each head 
something like the effect of a nimbus. The right hand of each grasped 
a stout crook, taller than himself, and resting on the ground. They 
looked as though they bad halted on a march, and the eyes of all were 
fixed upon me with a grave, earnest, and rather (riendly gaze.” 

The Countess de Pomar, now Countess of Caithness, follows Mies 
Anna Blackwell with a lengthy letter, 

té a x fine simple, on the whole, 
Of rhetoric, which the feafoad call rigmarole,” 
and this part of the book is brouglit to a close by some circumstantial 
and wonderful accounts of seances with Mr. Home., Among these are 
two separate narratives of the same seance, one of them signed by Mrs, 
Hone;wood and Lord Lindsay, the other given hy the Hon. Mrs. ——. 
Between these two accounts there is no serious discrepancy, and they 
testify to the severest “fire tests” endured by Mr. Home. 

Such was the Report on Spiritualism, and our readers will probably 
agree that, if it proves nothing else, it proves that it is high time com- 
petent hands undertook the unravelling of this Gordian knot, It must 
be fairly and patiently unrayelled, and not cut through. ‘The slash of an 
Alexandrian blade bas been tried often ough, and bas never sufficed. 
Scientific men forget that in the matter of Spiritualism they must make 
themselves fools that they may become wise. They must conform to the 
conditions imposed: even in conjuring one has to do as much as this, 
They must meet the * mediums” on their own ground, and, if possible, 
cut that ground from under their feet, Lo take an extreme case. Spiri- 
tualists assert that certain phenomena are only manifested in a half 
light, or in the dark; scientific men refuse to meet them under these 
conditions, and what is the result? Causes are not ascertained, delusions 
are not exposed, impositions are not detected, and the company of fools 
are confirmed in their belief. Surely a scientific man isa match for a 
medium, even in the dark; and surely the one can bring his science to 
bear wherever the other can bring bis “mediumship,” whatever that 
may be! We will suppose that the man of science consents to sit at a 
dark seance, und that something happens which he cannot explain. 
What then? He is not compromised or converted, and, without 
being in the least so, may go again and sgain, and it will be strange if 
by dint of precautions oan expedients he cannot sift the whole matter 
in a very few sittings. It is owing to the stiffness of scientifle men, and 
their refusal to meet the Spiritualists on their own ground, that this 
matter has not been settled oes ago. 

If anything more were needed to show the necessity for timely 
inquiry into this apparently ridiculous, but really very serious subject, it is 
the accounts given by such men as Lord Lytton and Dr. Edmunds of the 
lamentable consequences of following after Spiritualism. Lord Lytton 
tells us, and we can readily believe him, of devotees to Spiritualiem 
duped into disgrace and ruin through acting upon a belief that they are 
hearing predictions and receiving counsels from beings wiser than therm- 
selves; and Dr. Edmunds quotes several cases of lunacy and paralysis 
occurring in his experience, within a few months, in persone in the habit 
of attending dark séances, s 

A volume now lying before us may serve to show how this folly js 
spread throughout society. It was lent to us by a distinguished Spiri- 
tualist, under the solemn promise that we should not divulge s single 
name of those concerned. It consists of about 140 en ot reports of 
seances, and was privately printed by a noble Earl, who hna lately passed 
bevond the House of Lords, beyond, also, we trust, the spirit-peopled 
chairs and tables which in his life-time he loved, not wisely, but too 
| wel In this book things more marvellous than any we have set down 
are cireumetantially related, in a natural way, just as though they were 
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ordinary, ovory-day matters of mets Wo shall not fatigue the reader hy | way we obtained nevera) remarkable nngwera, but ie each ease the answer 
quoting any of the accounts wiven, and, no doubt, he will take our word waa known to ourself, and fixed iu our mnvi, and, until some other 
when wo say that thoy range through every pocies OF manifestation,” | solution is demonatroted, we must think that the angacity of the lady 
from prophesy ings downwards. What we more particularly wish to | had more todo with it than Joho King’ One eruoial tor wae pro- 
observe is, that the attestation of fifty respectable wit oases in placed | posed by the medium herpell, We were neko to think of a mame, to 
before tho title-page. Among them are a Dowager Duchess and other | fy it firmly in our mind, to place n pened ond popar under the tablo, 
ladies of rank, a Captain in the Guards, a nobleman, n Baronet, a mem» | and to aen whether “John King" would write if for us, We thought 
ber of Parliament, several officera of our soientife and other corpa, a | of a onmo the medium could not possibly know, ond waited in all 
barrister, a merchant, and a doctor, Upper and upper iniddle-clisy 


1 d ; anxiety, for this waa n teat indeed — a Leat that, lad 1i heen mipis efully 
footuty is represonted in all ita grades, and by porsona who, to judge | withstood, would have proved conclusively the existence of sonething 


Sy tho positions they hold and the eallinga they follow, ought to be in Spicituations beyond the legerdemain of the medina, We bhard the 
aa of intelligence and ability, Cortainty, it is tiine that a thorough | poner seratebing, we enst what downward eye we could towards the 
and practical investigation cleared this cloud out of the intellectual sky, | lady’ feet; they domed perfectly will. ‘The seratebiag vensed, 
and the task need not be scouted by professors or other learned men, by | and we picked up the paper. Thera wae some writing on it, of 
Royal or other learned Societies. 3 


about the length of the namo we thought of, and the frot and 
Before writing upon this subject we thought it our duty to see with | lant lettera wero correct, But the rert of the word was alterly 


ourown eyes the netual development whieh Spiritualiam has attained | illegible, and two lettera were not enough to got the idea af chines eat 
here in London. We accordingly attended four seaneos, each ditferent | of our mind, We now adjourned to the dining-room, to me what 
and each romarkable in its way, ‘The first was at a private house, where | * Jobn King” could do in the dark, A paper tube was laid on the 
machinery in the furniture or any similar deception was out of the table, which, we were mauzed, it was bis common habit Lo aprut through, 
question. The party was of eight persons, we think, but it does nol We asked the medium if phe would consent to tiy hee bande on the 
matter, and Mr, Home was the medium. We sat round a table for table and allows to place ours upon them, She readily consented, 
about two hours, but nothing whatever occurred, except that a gentle: Tn a few moinenta there came five or ex rape, the spiritual signal for the 
man, who probably was susceptible to draughts, declared that he felt alphabet. ‘Pho leitora were quickly rin over, and it was soon spalt out 
“a cold air” on his hands. ‘The next day, at twelve o'clock, wo visited, | that we were taking all the magnetism, and that “John King” could 
in company of a friend, the rooms of two “mediums” of considerable | do no more that evening, Te said “Good night "Lo ns in a migeen. 
reputation. We wero shown into n small and rather shabby drawing- | of raps, beginning loudly and gradually dying away into an apparent 
room, divided in the usual way by folding doors, The curtains and | distance. We also then said © Good-night” to the medium, and came 
blinds of the front windows, which looked on to the street, were half | away, having detected no imposture, having seen and heard much that 


drawn, and the window in the back room was entirely darkened, the | was curious, but certainly having neither seen nor heard anything to 
shutter being closed over the blind, and every ray of light jealously 


excluded by thick felt nailed across, Nevertheless, as it was the middle 
of the day, and the two rooms together were but small, the back room, 
so long as the folding doors remained open, was sufliciently lighted from 
the front windows. We inquired of the “mediums” if they could 
show us anything in daylight, and were told that at first such a sitting 
would probably bo unsuccessful, but that after a fow attendances the 

henomena would doubtless manifest themselves to us in a full light. 
‘or the present, therefore, we had no choice but to sit in the back room | tried, and found to be in every respect an ordinary instrament; a light, 
in the pitch dark, with the folding doors closed. ‘The room, we should | lath about tivo fect Jong, a sinall brass hand-bell, matches, paper (which 
think, measured not more than ten feet squaro, and was in every | wo marked), pencils, and two spirit-lamps. We sat down, and almost 
respect an ordinary shabby little apartment, We searched it as | 


immediately loud raps appeared to come from tho table and floor. Miss 
thoroughly as we could, but found nothing. We sounded and seru- | Fox then got up and went to the door of the room, inviting us to stand 


tinised the floor and walls, turned up the felt stretched over the | by her poe to hold her hands, which we did, when loud thumps seemed 
shuttered window, suspiciously inspected the six or seven eemmon cane- | to como from the panels as if done with the fist. Thess were repeated 
bottomed chairs and the small round table which were the furniture, 


at our request a desired number of times. To give a detailed account of 
but all in vain; we had only our trouble for our pains. We sat down | everything which occurred would need more space than we can now 
at the small round table in the back room, our friend opposite to us, | spare. Suffice it to say that the table was made light and heavy at 
and one of the “ mediums” on our left. The other medium held open | our wish, that it moved in every direction, that there were vibra- 
the folding door till we had arranged our seats, standing at the inside | tions of the floor and of our chairs, thal on Mr, Home holding the 
with the handle in his hand; when we were ready he closed the door | accordion under the table in his right hand and by the end furthest 
and took his place. We were now in total darkness, with the exception | from the keys, it played a distinct tune, Mr, Home's left hand being 
of the least chink of light which found its way under the folding door, | on the table, and his fest. go raised as to be visible, All other hands were 
We took hold of one hand of each medium, and at the same time pressed | on the table. At the same time, and under the same conditions, a 
a foot and knee firmly against the foot and knee on each side of us, | small hand-bell was rung in different parts of the space beneath the 
Our friend sat in precisely the same manner, and thus the “mediums” | table, The gas was now turned out, and the two spirit-lampa lit; 
were kept in complete custody. A box of matches was on the table. | these gave a fair light. The rapa became louder, and, in the usual 
We sat as still as a mouse, listening for the least sound. Presently we | method, directed us to take a leaf out of the table, This waa done, 
felt something hard pressing gently against the back of our head. | when the table appeared to float up about eight inches off the floor, 
Saying nothing, we leaned our head backwards, when the substance | settling down again in a gentle swaying manner. ‘The thin wooden 
seemed to yield, and slid softly over our hair. We made a sudden | lath lying on the cloth was seen by the whole party to be in motion. 
at it with our left, hand, still holding fast the right hand of the | It tilted up sideways and endways, and then seemed to float backwards 
medium, when there was a sound of something fallmg heavily on the | and forwards. Holding our hand three inches, ss near as we could 
table, Our friend instantly struck a match, and lo! one of the cane- | guess, above the clotb, the lath roso three times; the last time it 
bottomed chairs, which when we sat down were arranged round the | touched our hand, and directly afterwards the table jumped and 
room, was lying on the table. Throwing the match into the fireplace | shook violently, and loud raps seemed to come from all parts of it 
we sat some time longer, but nothing of consequence happened. Once, 


convince us even of the existence of a ‘new force," much low of the 
“ supernature” of “Jobn King,” 

Our fourth and last seance occurred ata private house, There were nine 
persons present, including Mr. D, Home and Misa Fox, the well-known 
American medium, We formally searched the room and oxamined 
the furniture before we eat down at the table, which measured 4ft. Sin, 
by Oft. 4n. The room was at firat well lighted from a gas-burner over- 
head, On the table waa an accordion, which we took to pieces and 


| and of the floor, The spirit-lamps were now put oul, and what 


ay the warning of the“ mediums” that whatever—-was—in-the-nim|Jight there was from a low fire only just enabled us to seo white 


r d instantly fall, perhaps on our heads, we struck a match suddenly, | paper on the table, and each other's positions. Presently, Mr. 
but discovered nothing. We placed the chair down again by the wall 


Home's and Miss Fox’s bands and feet being in strict custody, 
aud gat on, but nothing happened, and presently, getting tired of sitting | we felt the accordion pressing against our knees, We put our 
the dark clasping clammy hands, we opened the folding doors and | hand under the table, when the instrument appeared to be moving 
ded the seance. We searched and re-searched the room, but found | round, till its wooden base was placed between our fingers. In 
“nothing abnormal. The furniture now became quite lively—and this | that position wo held it with its keys downwards; it seemed to be, 
in broad daylight. A chair jumped three or four yards across the pushed up towards our hand and played a few bars, It then stopped, 
arpet, our bat fell st our feet, and numerons other phenomena | and presently we felt the bell thrust “between the fingers of the same 
occurred, but nothing so satisfactory as the cbair in the dark, for then 


SA f hand. Almost immediately a flower or sprig was put into our fingers, 
e bad fast hold of the “mediums,” whereas now they were moving | 


5 but as we were already holding in one hand the accordion and the bell, 
the room, and, somehow or other, everything seemed to occur | the sprig was dropped. It was picked up again, put into our fingers, 

we were not looking, and one of them was somewhere bebind | and as we even it we felt distinetiy the touch of a large thumb and 

ut we must confess the chair in the dark fairly puzzled us, and | finger. We did not let it drop this time, and there was immediately a 
came away, very far, indeed, from being Spiritualists, but wishing | succession of raps of a loud and jubilant nature, They seemed to come 


could spare time and trouble to come again and again Lill we had | from the table in our immediate vicinity. A match was now struck 
e whole matter to the bottom, 


7 | and we drew our tired hand from under the table, displaying the 
third seance was held in the evening at the house of a famous 


accordion, the bell, and the sprig. ‘This was the end of the seance, for 
onal medium. We and our friend were admitted by special | the “spirit” would do no more. 


, for the lady in question has been left money, has retired from | several experiments about which we cannot speak decidedly, We tried 
sepa and lives in a handsome way somewhere towards Hamp- | every test we could think of. A subdued light, darkened as the ami 
_ We sat in the drawing-room, in a good light of gas, and scarcely | went on, was one of the conditions wo were obliged to comply with, an 
| the medium touched the small round table than “John King,” her | while the accordion was in our hand we were desired to sit passive, 

known ta:iliar,took possession of it, and caused it to play all manner | though, as we stated, the hands and fect of the “mediums” were in 
ics. It jumped into our lap and into the air, and conducted itself in | strict custody. Mr. Homo seemed to wish to conceal nothing, and 
t way. But the lady’s fingers, and they were strong, were upon | gave us every opportunity, consistent with the above conditions, for 
time, and there was also a difficulty and a delicacy in clearing 


satisfying our scepticism, Yet wo need hardly say that we were 
quite away from the claws of the pedestal. Wedo not for a| unable to satisfy it. By his request we got under the table with a 
Luccuse the medium of cheating, but these are facts. What we | lamp a great many times, insisted always on aceing bis hands and feet, 
ere decided raps ard motion absolutely without contact, and | or on having them, ns well as those of Mias Fox, held firmly., As to the 
re unable to obtain, though we made several attempts. An | band with which Mr. Home held the accordion under the table, all we 
of printed letters was now laid on the table, and we were | know is thal on one of our sub-mahogany expeditions with thè spirit- 
j think o! a name and Lo pass a pencil along the lines of letters. | lamp, we saw that hand quite still, and saw the accordion moving u 
bt of one, and moved the pencil over the paper. Knowing | and down, and playing music. We heard the key-notes, but the post- 
ha medium was upon us, we tried our best to move it with tion of the instrument prevented our seing tho keys moving, if ne 
r of machinery, bub “John King” was too clever to be | did move. There was nothing during the whole evening exeept the 


pped at the right letters, and spelt out the name, In this | phenomenn themselyes lo suggest imposture, We tried our best to 


In the account of it we have omitted 


it. We searched Mr. Home, and | our band received s ar i 
, > ist, and do not eren | the phenomena and of buman nature are such s3 to force us to suspex 
sie Force.” We remember and lay to beart Mr. G. H. | imposture and in until we cem satisfy ourscives of the træs 
maxim, “ Distingui narid F inferences causes, whatever may be 

are certain that the table rose from the ground, that 
by the labours of its reporter, the Tiines, then, it appears, is seriously anxious that í iritualism should be scientifically 
This being the case, Bie Foe a pity that it did not express itself earlier, and t itself to umiervahis 


sent the lahoars of others who have arrived at similar convictions, When ita reviewer amerts that 


Dialectical Society's Committee was simply wired to “report on the phenomens te be spiritual” manifestations, 

and Spl that requisition not ently by the ree spre em of evidence from aii quarters, but by the still more onerous process of 
and long-contiaued experiment, by which it conclusively proved the existence of many of the allezed phenomens and thei 
im some shystertous but undetermined manner with SAE itsen and all this it scedmplished without the aid of 

mediums Although the Tises and its reviewer diligently suppress 


accounted “nothing”? Again, the Times requires an “impartial” investigation. Is it “nothi g,” we ask, that already and zo fz 
we have got this ?—yea, more; for the investigators in question were “ avowedly sceptical,” and in giving proois of phenomena, whick 
as objective facts they formerly denied, proved themselves also to be gentlemen by the best of all cxizeria— # love of trath,” despite 


the consequences. And is it “ nothing” that critics hostile to Spiritualism dared not to face even a sceptical committes in support 
ilusion and delusion theories, notwithstanding a most pressing invitation F at 

= eR aod mach mors ignored by the Timer, is the outeame of this well-abused Report, which, i£ it has not made converts. by 
the score, has af least slarted hundreds upon the road of personal investigation. Why, then, should the. committee add to its involus- 
tary psumerr labours the further task of encouraging laziness in a region where so many may work? It did all it wee ssked to do, sai 
Gd it well: too well, ideel. either for pemny-aliners or for scientists, who, even as to facts, sre sgain found to be far in the rear, 
much more as to their explana:son. d oe 

Bat does the Tiwws serica-ly imagine that scientists will obey the summons of an unknown reviewer, wheee principal recommends 
tion to notice is an officiows adleetation of judgeship over an investigation, the gist of which he bas either carelessiy everiooked of 
Gesenedis obscurei? Mirbt not the scientist reply, Your treatment of the labours of others is ny gee so unfair, so ungentlemanty, 
that we cere not to sail in vour company; amd, further, your ability to appreciate facts is proved by your reviewing to te so childisk!y 
inferior, that = may reuscnably infer your own pretended investization to be either a hoax or a delusion ? 

Bat why this whining for xientific help? if the phenomena are worth notice, they require no patronage from any quarter; but, 
sooner of Iainz, mast compel sitention, snd the scientist wH! Have to acknowledge them cap in hand. The fact is, that the manifestation: 
are amenable to investization br every one of average intelligence; and observers, both within and without the pale cf Spiritualism, 
bare been and are encuzed spon them, applying every conceivable test, and are rapidly coming to the conclusion that there is little left 
for the scientist bat to satisfy Limself individually. While testimony is nat allowed to be evidence, the scientist has no better chances 
than his nechbours. snd he will receive on this subject the same treatment as the mest commonplace of mortals. Witness the 
ridicule and incredulity with which Quarterly Reviewers and others have visited Cromwell Varley, the well-known electrician; Alfred 
R. Wallave, the naturalist, and anticipator of Darwin; William Crookes, the spectroscopist; all of whom have, at least, borne testimony 
to the yeritability of the disputed phenomena. j 

The Tines reviewer is much exercised by the mercenary considerations attaching to A EET mediumship, We should Eke te 
know whether the Times paid kim for the article by which be is misleading the public. Bat even here his ienorance is apparent. 
Had his knowledge of the subject been equal to his effrontery, he would have known that all the phenomena of Spiritualism can be 
‘Witnested in private circles, under the most satisfactory test conditions, and through introductions easily obtainable by the courteous 
and gentlemsnly inquirer. Perhaps he has not sought, or been able to obtain, these introductions, or he might hare saved the “ halt- 
ercer medium fees" he sy much grudges. But why should the mere pittance which profesional mediums can carn be denied to them, 
the while reviewers, honest and dishonest, obtain their pay? The poor medium is not only expected to enlighten the ignorant, but to 
bear with patience every form of insult, ridicule, and mendacity. Jsa medium more or less mercenary than (say) a bishop who takes 
£10,000 a year for the promulgation of dogmas he dares not practise, even if he affects a belief in them ? 

More at leisure we may return to the Times, but for the present we dismiss it with the remark that its erifigwe seems but another 
proof of that encaking belief in Spiritualism, or at any rate its phenomena, which is afraid boldly to avow itcelf, but seeks to approach 
the subject, as it were, by ambush, and sereened by so much of unwise and unworthy artifice. The recoil of all this will sooner or 
later come, and the “tables will then be turned” with a vengeance upon arrogant conceit and shameless ignorance: Spiritualism, 
like every æience in its youth, may, in some of its phases, savour of “gush ~ and misapprehension ; but it will scarcely bon better 
from reviewers and reviewing. 

In conclusion, we wouki simply refer our readers generally, and investigators in particular, to the following article, written some 
time ago by an investigator in answer to some of the earlier Press critiques. It proves so dpropes, that its present reproduction will 
Bot only be in place, but will be the more appropriate, from the fact that it is so anticipatory of the performance and line of treatment 
pees | by the Times, showing that, on Spiritualism, the leading journal cen make 20 kigker claims than its contemporaries. 


THE PRESS versus SPIRITUALISM. 


A PLEA FOR INVESTIGATION, 


Newsearzn Carrictsy. | been tempered, and seems to invite a rejoinder in like courteous manner. 
The report of the London Dialectical Society's Committee on the Having regard to the amount of attention now bestowed Spiritual- 
a oe eee cake iriteal Manifestations,” has met with a| ism, such rejoinder cannot be out of place, and may help to modify the 
reception leas showing the variety and changes of attitude | disappointment arising in many cases from well-intentioned strictures, 
assumed by the Press in relation to subjects of proscribed or unpopular | wins Wrenn tee areia fo tho sehen! eek raised. ene ihiak 
character. On the one band, straitened by mercenary considerations | their oversight ef the moral conveyed by the investigation reported, are 
and sctusted by motives of superficial eia aiee Preat macmect} inconclusive. 
its phases, is too venal for the duties devolving upon it. To be on the | Narves or ree Iserter. 
popular, or rather the paying side, is the main consideration ; hence x w. 
O N Sb sio Page resan r e obscura- is: a spa Prat ang oe the > wadah 
tidicúje ap ; estion Fadal is con 
tos, innuendo, suppression; and mis-statement, but so cleverly | SOT a phenomenal aspect of the subject caly ; for the Dialectical 


: > i at som of Society appointed its committee to report specifically on the 

poblic mind sufficiently gullible to believe in immaculate editors and | alleged to be spiritual manifestations, and not upon Spiritualism as a 
reviewers, or suficienti dently enervated to substitute for its own thought- | reen Of a Pi rs may bave testified to the occurrence of certain pheno 
sort t re . ditt: Ł « hi f 

or origin. orm ee | mena, they baye not ventured to determine their source, 


—s subject to be svoided—a subject oo which Ar aio eect sS PesLIC OPINION BEFORE THE INQUIRY. 

feeling, runs highs subject “ uncatny"—a subject held meet for i-| Fairly, however, to review the investigation, a comparison niust be 
sion, but never deemed worthy of painstaking investigation. No sur-| made. ayan iriga afaa and peblin eaten of the 
nee aap TT Ea De Uat began sir subject immediately prior to the inquiry ; and next, to what extent that 


ular, and 

reviewing bas given place to misquotation and garbling, and the endea- the ; 

vour to misrepresent its ster and incidence. On the one hand were the Spiritualists, considerable in numbers and 
E m the ress eetan 


Rá p” > 
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j it opinions of marked scepticism and hostility. These opinions 
ay be thus briefly enumerated :— 
1.—That no such phenomena as alleged ocourred at all, 
2.—That the alleged phenomena were the result of imposture or delu- 
sion, or of both, in varying degrers. 

3.—That the aa phenomena had a basis of reality, but were inten- 
sified in eifeet by delusion or imposture. 

.—That sueh phenomena occurred, but were explainable by known 

natural causes. 

5,—That such phenomena occurred, and were attributable to natural 
causes not yet ascertained. 

6.—That in any case the phenomena were utterly frivolous, and nn- 


9 


> worthy of investigation. 

i 7.—Tbat the manifestations only occurred in the presence of believers 
in the same. 

8—That mediumship, so called, was in all cases professed and prac- 

tised for the mere sake Gf money-getting. 

l 9.—That the partisans of Spiritualism were for the most part uncul- 
tured, illiterate, and credulous, 

R 10.—That Spiritualists, as a body, shrank from any examination of | 


their claims, and placed every obstacle in the way of fair investigation. 


This, roughly, was the popular view of the subject at the commence- 
ment of the inquiry; and the first fact to be noticed at its close is, that 
whatever may be the rationale of the report it satisfies neither of the 
opposing parties. To the sceptic it goes too far, to the Spiritualist it is | 
much too tentative; thus do both sides indirectly bear testimony to a | 
faithful discharge of the investigator's office. l 


Tue Orar axo Warrren EVIDENCE. 


The committee, immediately upon its appointment, urgently invited 
oral and written evidence from every quarter. The Spiritualists alone 
ed, being represented by witnesses of well-ascertained respecta- 
bility from every grade of society; while the upholders of the impostor 
and delusion theories were conspicuous only by their absence, at any | 
rate from the ordeal of the witness-box and of cross-examination. 
Had the inquiry gone no further, the evidence thus collected would | 
have been answer sufficient to much of hostile criticism. To characterise 
such evidence as “ hearsay “ is to misrepresent it, for it is as direct as that 
received in our law courts, each and every witness having been requested 
to speak only to facts within bis or her personal knowledge—a restriction | 
with which most complied. The value of this evidence is enhanced by 
the declaration from many of the witnesses that their original attitude 
towards Spiritualism was one of scepticism; while some again had 
made acquaintance with the manifestations years ago, and had not ceased 
to continue observers, or wavered in their belief as to the existence and 
origin of the phenomena. 
That the “greater marvels" belong to the oral evidence and to the | 
correspondence is probably true; but is this the precise question to 
raise? To what extent is there agreement or disagreement amongst the | 
witnesses themselves? Has the committee been enabled practically to 
prove or disprove any of the facts all in the evidence? These are | 
questions perhaps more pertinent; and is it of no significance that men 
and women of acknowledged trustworthiness, professional status, 
culture, and refinement, should be found willing to give their personal 
testimony upon matters exposing themselves to almost certain contempt | 
and ridicule, the while not a single champion volunteered to testify to | 
the more popular beliefs in tricks and hallucination ? 


EXPERIMENTS OF THE CONMITTEE witout MEDIUMS. 


But the investigators (thirty-six in number) determined to experiment- 
alise, and for this purpose divided themselves into six sub-committees. | 
In this circumstance may the true value of the report be found, or 
tather in the corroboration thus obtained of much in the oral and 
written evidence. This corroboration, so far as it took place, may 
indeed be considered by the spiritualistic party as but “ordinary” or 
elemental, and as “outdone” at many a private seance. But by the 
; ie or by sceptics no such considerations can be advanced, Forthem 
4 inquiry must be, Has there been corroboration at all? and nest, | 

Vhat is the nature, extent, and authority of such corroboration? For 


RA 


not the Spiritualists challenged on the very grounds that the 
henomena alleged never occurred, or were but the product of fraud or 
posture? And did not the Spiritualists, taking up the gauntlet, reply 
that whatever might be made of the origin o! the phenomena, their 
occurrence could be established by experiment without aid from them or | 
from any of their mediums (so called) ? 
Re roceeding, then, to private experiment, “without the aid or presence 
of any professional medium,” the more diligent and persevering of the 
= mud mmittees were enabled to report the occurrence of certain of the 
_ disputed phenomena whieh need not here be explained. but which are 
ularly known as “table moving” and “ rappings,” the said manifes- 
s being commonly accompanied in greater or less degree by marked 
ions of intelligence. A large majority of the investigators thus 
ê actual witnesses to the phenomena under conditions far removed 
om the possibility of fraud or delusion, and their testimony is the 
re valuable seeing that the report records that “the greater part of 
m commenced their investigation in an avowedly sceptical spirit.” 
ch evidence indeed can sans be over-rated, especially in view of the 
18 and trustworthiness of the investigators, and of their carefulness 
to overstate their conclusions, but rather to leave moot points for | 
her research, 


RESULTS op THE INQUIRY. 


We have presented the case as it stood at the commencement of the | 
4 let us now state how it stands at the close :— 


That some of the phenomena in dispute are proved to ocour, and | 
that upon independent, it might almost be snid hostile, testimony. 

2nd. That the charges of imposture and delusion are negatived to the 

stent of the ground traversed by the experimental committees. 

it the phenomena proven are of a character so curious and so 

posed to the usual developments of force, that they cannot primarily 

Jed as unimportant, 

Sis, 


pending a fuller knowledge in regard to 
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| intent, the detection of imposture ? 
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4th. That although no explanstion of the phenomena sufficient to 
cover the case bas been arrived at through the experiments instituted, 
so, on the other hand, there has been no sufficient negation of spiritual- 
istic theortes. 

Sth. That the oceurrence of the phenomena does not depend upon 
any belief or dishelief concerning them. 

th. That there are but very few profersone? mediums, and that 


/mediumship, so called, appears to be a somewhat widesprea! kift or 


condition claimed and practised, quite irrespective of pecuniary eon- 
siderations, by numbers of persons in every rank af lie, 

Tth. ‘hat no backwardness has been found npon the pert of the 
Spiritualists in submitting their claims to investigation, 

Sth. That althouyh urgently invited, none of the enpporlers of ihe 
imposture ana delusion t heorica robieit ted themarlves ae wil mesa >. 

Jb. That, as a party, the ranks of Spiritualists are found to be by no 


Mears wanting in education, talent, seeomplishuents, and general 
credibility: 
INVESTIGATION KEHCOMMENDED, 
If these propssitions but approximately refleot the truth, it js 


clear that the publie now stands in an entirely new relation to the 
subject. It may be urged that in the matters of Causation, philosoph 
theory, &o., but little ground has been gained, and that many of the 
phenomena have yet to be endorsed. But, on the other hand, it must 
be conceded that these latter have not been negatived ; and tbat, as a 
necessary sequence, the theoretic department naturally falls into a subse. 
quent stage of investigation. 

The way, however, is paved by the great fact ascertained that phe- 


| nomena really exist for elucidation, and a more respectful attention js 


fairly earned for whatever may yet require examination. 

For the sceptie, then, this subject bas taken an enormous stride, 
Phenomenally it is now removed from a condition of suspicious parti- 
sanship, and is elevated by an unsectarian inquiry into a rasion of fact 
meet for the further research of the scientist, psychologist, veligioniat, 
or philosopher. Indeed, the worth of this famous investigation can 
hardly be over-estimated as a starting-point for renewed inquiry, and its 
moral ean scarcely be better conveyed than in the concluding words of 
the report itself:—* Your committee, taking into consideration the hi 
character and great intelligence of many of the witnesses to the more 
extraordinary facts, the extent to which their testimony is supported by 
the reports of the sub-committees, and the absence of any proof of 
imposture or delusion as regards n large portion of the phenomena; 
and, further, having regard to the exceptional character of the phe- 
nomena, the large number of persons in every grade of society and over 
the whole civilised world who are more or less influenced by a belief in 
their supernatural origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explana- 
tion of them bas yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them to 
state their conviction that the subject is worthy of more serious attention 
and careful investigation than it bas hitherto received.” 


Tue apverse CRITIQUES. 


Turn we again to those other reviewers who have failed to note, or 
endeavoured to hide, the enormous ground gained in this subject, that 
we may ascertain ¿Aeir treatment of the report, and their claim for the 
position of censorship they have assumed. With but very few 
exceptions, the investigation has been treated with a dishonesty, a 
flippancy, and an inconsequence well nigh beneath contempt. One fact, 
however, is prominent, viz., that the subject for the moment so thoroughly 


| interests the publie that it has been impossible to pursue towards it the 


ordinary tactics of total suppression. Failing this, derisive. unphilo- 
sophie, and garbled reviews have served to obscure the questions raised, 
to ignore the facts revealed, and to misdirest the publie mind, so to 
prevent that further investigation which, if pursued, will unfailingly 
expose the small qualification possessed by their authors for the affected 
leadership of thought and opinion on this debatable subject. Unable 
to cope with the cireumstance that some of the phenomena persistently 
denied have been actually endorsed by unpledged, indeed by sceptical, 
investigators after painstaking and repeated experiment, the reviewers 
have fallen back upon the old assertions of “fraud,” “ bullucination,” 
** worthlessness of the manifestations,” &e., &e. 

With an assumption almost astounding, they have not serupled to call 
in question the mtelligence and observant powers of a number of gentle- 
men to whom they for the most part must have been utter strangers, but 
whose high character and social standing is better ascertained than their 
own, and whose status as clergymen, lawyers, physicians, and scientists 
would imply more than average qualifications. Has it never struck 
these leaders of opinion (!) that such investigators must necessarily bave 
been forewarned and forearmed in regard to the possibilities of fraud 
and delusion, and tbat the very labour upon which they entered was. in 
So marked, indeed, is the hostility 
to the results recorded (elemental though they be), and to the recorders 
thereof, that one is driven to the conclusion that no compliment could 


| have been too high, no pwan of praise too intense, for the self-same 


investigators, had they but have been careful to have taken the side of 
unexamining incredulity rather than that of truth and conscientionsness. 

Again changing their ground, the inquiry has been voted worthless, 
because experimental seances of but twelve months’ standing have not 
testified to the greater marvels which years of record have accumulated 
for the Spiritualist. Thus there is an admission of the very phenomena 
primarily denied and urged impossible of demonstration,—an admission, 
however, only made for the purpose of asserting their inherent 
triviality. 

Putting aside the inconsequence of this position, what possible warrant 
ean there be for thus anticipating an answer to one of the questions 
propounded for solution? The actual investigators, with all the 
collected data before them, have not thus prejudged the case, for they at 
eny rate felt that, apart from a full knowledge of the source, nature, and 
incidence of the manifestations, to have asserted their unimportance 
would have been absurd, and a begging of the whole question. It would, 
however, be very easy to show the hollowness of this assumed appraise- 
ment, The very phenomena now dperied were, some twenty years ago, 
the talk and derision of the world, when as the “ Rochester tappings ” 
they appeared among a small and obseure community. Notwithstanding, 
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THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


| equally requisite presence of the senile pantaloon, on whose side 
| he is supposed to be, but with whom be cannot on any one point 
‘agree, The foster-parent of the nondescript foundling “ Psychic 


Publisher is instituting the greatest facilities for circulating this 
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The Publisher is desirous of establishing agencies and depots for the 
sala of other Progressive periodicals, tracts, and standard works, and will 
be glad to receive communications from such as feel disposed to enter | 


this field of usefulnėss. 


CONTENTS OF LAST No. OF “THE MEDIUM.” 
Debate on Modern Spiritualism (Second Nightj)—Wedding of Miss 
Kate Fox—Bighr Weeks’ Work in the Provinces—Mr. Massey at 
Halifax—Refraction of Light through Psychic Aura—I$72 and 1873— | 
The Enlargement of the Mepicmu—The Report of the Debate—The 
Sunday Serviees—Nest Sunday in London—Dr, Sexton's Appointments 
—Mr, Cements Musical Sean-e—“ Dr, Forbes * Denounces Vaccination. 
Solution of the Historical Myster“ of Joan of Are.—Spirit-Faces at 
Messrs. Herne and Wilhams’s—Spirit-Faces at your own House—Com- 
mendatory—Gisszow Association of Spiritualists—Debate on. Spirit- 
uatism—Tha Dialectical Society's Keport—The Spirit-Forms Speak— 
Spirits or Psychic Foree—The East London Free Lecture Hall, &e., &e. 


SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. 
Faimay, JANvany 20, Private Social Meeting of Mediums, at 7.70 
BSuwpay, Jaxncarr 12, Service at Cavendish Rooms, ut 7 o'clock. Address by 
J. Burns, on “ Spiritualism and Public Opinion.” 
Mowat, JANcany I, Quarterly Meeting of the Marylebone Association, at 8. 
"s Seance for Clairvoyance aud Medical | 


s de. Gd. 


Tuunspar, Jaxvany 16; Seance by Mrs. Olive, Trance-Medium, at 8 o “clock 
Admission, 2s. ëd. 


= 7 Other Seances in London and the Provinces may be found on page 24. 
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THE “ TIMES” AND SPIRITUALISM. 
Contemporary with the celebrated hairdresser who gave it as 
his opinion that the function of the brain was to “ percolate through 
the skull and nourish the hair,” there appeared an allusion to 
Spiritualism in the Times, in which the sapient writer stated that 
if the spirits could grind his coffee, blacken his boots, and put his 
hat on the peg as he entered the house, he could see some utility 


in Spiritualism. Thanks to the onward unfoldment of spiritual | 


light and truth, more particularly to the efforts of the Dialectical 
Society's Committee, the mirror of public prejudice and conceit 
has discovered that he has an intellect to cognise facts as well as 
palate to appreciate the flavour of cofiee ; that his “understanding” 


can be improved by other means besides those furnished by Day and | 


Martin; and that the head is probably a receptacle for brains as 
well as a block on which to expose Lincoln and Bennett's choice 


Pures * portrays this character to absolute portetan, while the 
inyisible harlequin may, by a slight stretch o ‘the imagination, be 
supposed to he the real author of much of this lively acting—the 
original parent of “ Psychic Force,” but who is sò systematically 
ignored by the more prominent dramatis persone. 

Commenting on Mr, Serjeant Cox's letter, which we may again 
refer to, * EF. GS,” a member of the Dialectical Comittee of 
Investivation, after giving reasons for adopting the Spiritual theory, 
thus concludes :— 


Such are some of the statements, clear and distinct, by thoughtful, 
competent observers and witnesses, Upon what grounds does Mr. Ser- 
jeant Cox ignore their evidence? Knowing as I do the kindly, bonest 
nature of the learned Serjeant, and his thorough love of scientific truths, 
Lean account for this circumstance only by an exaggerated parental 
instinct for his bantling “ Psyehism,” his admiration for which he fondly 
fancies is shared by all Europe and America. We may safely conclude 
that the hippopotamus firmly believes her baby to be the loveliest littl 
darling that ever was born. 


Aiter the contemplation of so much of the recreative, the mind 
turns with renewed zest to the consideration of the following 
admirable letter from the pen of Mr. A. R. Wallace :— 

To the Editor of the * Times.” 


Sin,—Ilaving been named by several of your correspondents as one 
of the scientifc men who believe in Spiritualism, you will perhaps 
allow me to state briefly what amount of evidence has forced the belief 
upon me. I began the investigation about eight ycars ago, and J esteem 
it a fortunate thing that at that time the more marvellous phenomena 
were far less common and less accessible than they are now, because 
I was led to experiment largely at my own house, and among friends 
whom I could trust, and was able to establish to my own satisfaction, by 
means of a great variety of tesis, the occurrence of sounds and morve- 
ments not traceable to any known or conceivable physical cause. Having 


| thus become thoroughly familiar with these undoubtedly genuine 


phenomena, I was able to compare them with the more powerful mani- 
festations of several public mediums, and to recognise an identity of 
cause in both by means of a number of minute but highly characteristic 
resemblances. I was also able, by patient observation, to obtain tesis of 
the reality of some of the more curious phenomena which appeared at 
the time, and still appear to me, to be conclusive. To go into details 
as to those experiences would require a volume, but I may, perhaps, be 
permitted briefly to describe one. from notes kept at the time, because 
it serves as an example of the complete security against deception 
which often occurs to the patient observer without seeking for it. 

A lady who had seen nothing of the phenomena asked me and my 
sister to accompany her to a well-known public medium. We went, and 
had a sitting alone in the bright light of a summer's day. After a 
number of the usual raps and movements, our lady friend asked if the 
name of the deceased person she was desirous of communicating with 
could be spelt out. On receiving an answer in the affirmative. the lady 
pointes successively to the letters of a printed alphabet while I wrote 

own those at which three affirmative raps occurred. Neither I nor my 
sister knew the name the lady wished for, nor eyen the names of any of 
her deceased relatives; her own name had not been mentioned, and she 
had never been near the medium before. The following is exactly what 
| happened, except that I alter the surname, which was a very unusual 
one, haying no authority to publish it. The letters I wrote down were 
| of the following kind:-—ynrehnospmoht. After the first 

three—y n ae been taken down, my friend said, *“ This is nonsense; 
we had better begin again.” Just then her pencil was at e, and raps 
came, when a thought struck me (haying read of, but never witnessed a 
similar occurrence), and I said “ Please go on; I think I see what is 
meant.” When the spelling was finished I handed the paper to her. but 
she could see no meaning in it till I divided it at the first h, and 
asked her to read each portion backwards, when to her intense astonish- 
| ment the name “ Henry Thompson” came out, that of a deceased son of 


goods. 


However much gratification the dawn of intelligence thus 
apparent must give to the philanthropist and patriot, it would have 
heen much more satisfactory if the writer had given some of his 
apes home experiences in respect to this subject, seeing that 

ie sovirtuously detests the professional practices of public mediums. 
It would have been an extra inducement to men of science to in- 
vestigate if he had associated with his labours the orthodox 
example of the Rev. Dr. Cumming, and adduced cases from the 


» mediumship of a lady of title. But we beg the Times reporter's 


pardon for alluding thus to his work as a performance for which he 
is personally responsible, as it has stood so long on the galleys 
and experienced the familiar operations of the “bodkin” and 
“stick” so often, that the original first proof would not be able 
to recognise itself as transformed to meet the requirements of 
Boxing-day. To those who are acquainted with the true merits of 
Spiritualism, and have likewise a knowledge of the men and their 


whom she had wished to hear, correct in every letter. Just about that 
time I had been hearing ad nauseam of the superbuman acuteness of 
mediums who detect the letters of the name the deluded visitors expect, 
| notwithstanding all their care to pass the pencil over the letters with 
perfect regularity. This experience, however (for the substantial 
accuracy of which as above narrated I vouch), was and is, to my mind, 
| a complete disproof of every explanation yet given of the means by 
| which the names of deceased persons are rapped out. Of course, I do 
not expect any sceptic, whether scientific or unscientific, to accept such 
facts, of which I could give many, on my testimony, but neither must 
they expect me, nor the iiey of intelligent men to whom equally 
conclusive tests have occurred, to accept their short and easy methods 
of explaining them. 
If I am not oceupying too much of your valuable space, I should like 
to make a few remarks on the misconceptions of many scientific men as 
| to the nature of this inquiry, taking the letters of your correspondent 
| Mr. Dircks as an example. In the first place, he seems to think that it 
| is an arguinent against the facts being genuine that they cannot all be 
| produced and exhibited at will; and another argument against them, 


motives who figure in the production of this Times divertisement, | that they cannot be explained by any known laws. But neither can 
the whole proceeding wears the appearance of a Christmas panto-  catalepsy, the fall of meteoric stones, nor hydrophobia be produced at 
mime with a genuine historical plot. We donot refer merely tothe | will; yet these are all facts, and none the less so that the first is some- 
opening act, which is disposed of in another place, but the amuse- | times imitated, the second was once denied, and the symptoms of the 
ment created becomes more intense as the performance extends | third are often greatly exaggerated, while none of them are yet brought 
itself into the issues of the Times, which succeeded the appearance under the domain of strict science; yet no one would make this an 
of the opening article. A Christmas piece, however funny the ey for refusing to investigate these subjects. Again, I should 
laywright might aflect to be, would be but a tame affair without | ae S caprgted a scientific man to state, as a reason for not examining 
the necessary adjunctions of comic representation. This desider- | tpe tay or oirun isp is apposed to every Angin natural law, expecially 
atum the Times correspondence happily furnishes; Mr. Dircks | 7° 3°" © gravity,” and that it “sets chemistry, human physiology, and 


nt - x mechanics at open defiance; ” when the facts simply are that the pheno- 
ppy name) plays the clown to perfection. His folly is so trans- | mena, if true, depend upon a cause or causes thick can craves or 
and unconsciously expressed that even children see through | counteract the action of these several forces, just as some of these forces 


nd clap their hands in exultant glee in being wiser than often counteract or overcome others; and this should surely be a strong 
te of their merriment, Nor is he unsustained by the | inducement to a man of science to investigate the subject. 


Se 


January 10, 1873, THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, 


aon not laying any claim myself to the title of “a really scientific NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON, 
ec ee ee who deserve hat epithet who have not yet beon Sunday Services for Spiritualists, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer 
mentioned by your correspondents as at the same time Spiritualists, | sire. Wella Street, Oat pa i ae M e 
SA er : treet, Wella Street, Oxford Street, at 7, J, Boerne, on’ Spteitination 
Such I consider the late Dr. Robert Chatobers, as well os De. Eiliotson, | and Publie Opinion.” : 
Professor William Gregory, of Edinburgh; and Professor Taro, of) Charles Voysey, at St. George's Hall, Langham Place, in the morning, 
Philiadelphia— all, unfortunately, deeensed ; while Dr. Gully, of Mal-| Bunday Lecture Society, St, George’s Mall atd, WJ, Mount, Bay, 
vern, as a eins physician, and Judge Hamonds, one of the best | 34), (late Reevetary to the Council of Vilucation, and Inspector- 
American lawyers, avo bad the Most ample means of Weston; yot | General of state prisons, Bengal), on *'Eha Musulmana of India and 
all these not only were convinced of the reality of the most maevellous | Central Ania. 
facts, but also accepted the theory af wodern Spiritualism as the only | Sunday evenings for the People, Bt, Georgea Hall, at 7. M, Sand- 
one which would embrace and account for the facts. Tam also aequainted | with, Haq. CB., 19.0.1, 00 * litern Exporienens; oF Strange ‘Things 
with a living physiologist of high rank asan original investigator, who | T Have Seen and Heard,’ followed by Rossini’ “ Btabat Mater” 
is an equally firm believer, | “An Unfotterod Pulpit," South Place Chapel, Finsbury, at 11.15. 
In conclusion I may say that, although T have heard a great many | M., 1). Conway, on “ Pre-Durwinisin and Post- Darwinian,” 
accusations of imposture, L have never detected it myself; and, although | 


| —_— 
ee proportion of the more extraordinary phenomena are such, that, | 
i 


impostures, they could only be performed by merus of Ingenious DR. SEXTON'S APPOINTMENTS, 
apparatus or machinery, none has ever been discovered. 1 consider it Darlington, Sunday, Jaunary 26th, as follow ;— 
i no exaggeration to say, that the main facts are now as well established Afternoon." 'The Philosophy of Traice—Natural, Mesmerie, and 


and as easily verifiable as any of the more exceptional phenomena of | Spiritual.” 

nature which are not yet reduced to law, They have a most important | Evening —" Theories Invented to Account for and Explain Spiritual 

bearing on the interpretation of history, which is full of narratives of Phenomena.” 

similar facts, and on the nature of life and intellect, on which physical | Tuesday, 28.—‘ Vaccination Useless and Injurious.” 

science throws a very feeble and uncertain light; and it is my firm and Wednesday, 29, —* The Physiology of Digestion.” 

deliberate belief that every branch of philosophy must suffer till they | Thursday, 30.—" The Vital Stream; a Sketch of the Circulation of 
are honestly and seriously ti veatigatad, and dealt with as constituting the Blood.” 

an essential portion of the phenomena of human nature.—I am, Sir, Arrangements are in progress for Dr, Sexton to lecture at Batley, 
yours obediently, Arven R. Wannace. Leeds, Neweastle-upon-lyne, Huddersfield, and other places, 
Tn:conelusion, we take the opportunity of noticing’w lottor from | a7 cenmuntontions take padena to Dr. Sexton, 17, Lrofalgae Road, 

X K PLoS ay HE : he Old Kent Road, London, 8.15, 

the secretary of the Dialectical Society, in uteri officially 

disavows any connection between that society and the Report on DAE AT Gari re Ge ‘ r oki A 

Spiritualism: The facts are these :—The Committee of Investiga- Dargron Ansonarios:= The fifth balfyeariysmaoting will ibe held 


$ i è ? : at 74, Navarino Road, on Monday evening, the 1th instant, at eight 
$ tion presented their Papert to the society, which declined the risk | Grjock, $ y z 8 
th res “goat ie naking it, More tock the vs a Tavenvoor,—Mr. Kitson, of Gawthorpe, near Wakefield, will give 
an the parent body, this comnuttee undertook the work them- | two inspirational addresses at the Assembly Rooms, Islington, Diver- 
n selves, with the reward, seemingly, of being ignored by those who | 


OIE EY OS A pase i 4 pool, on Sunday, at half-past two and seven p.m, 
ought to have been proud of their faithful conduct. ‘This investiga- 


ae Whi Weopersrirey.—Dr. Sexton will lecture in the Cymnastum Hall 

tion is the only thing which the society has ever done worthy of nine ' . ; S AU ei ape kian $ 

y days’ remembrance, and yet officially, it has the ungentlemanliness ame fe z semar Puen sos a ji k a, 

to affect to repu liate that which it will yet he heartily ashamed at in il igi nd in all C sete ey we oe E” 
e or cua iat whic ni ye Puy aS tav in all Ages and in a ‘ountries. 

not having accepted and promoted, By the side of the important Our rrmxp Mr, Russell of Kingston-on-Thames holds a responsible 

issues and universal attention which this report lias raised, the other i 


à NI j nt1o eh t LER EN | position in the post-office there, and recently by a robbery of the till he 
acts of the Dialectical Society sink into utter insignificance, more | lost £70. We are glad to observe from the Surrey Comet that his 


_ particularly the carping minority who, determined to balance their | friends have contributed upwards of the half of it, and it is to be hoped 
ignorance against the laudable industry of the genuine investi- | that the remainder will soon be sent in. 
gators, throw into prominent relief the leading actors in this) Brmwiauas.—A lady writes respecting the low state of the cause 
famous inquiry. The Zmes closes the discussion with a leading | in Birmingham, and warmly recommends to the notice of investiga- 
article, which we shall refer to next week. | tors Mr, and Mrs. Downes, 42, Aston Road, as mediums. We hope 
As we leave the theatre let us not forget to thank those who | our friends will call on Mr. Downes, whom we used to know when 
b have granted the Spiritualists suclr an acceptable Christmas enter- | he lived at Enfield, and endeayour to utilise his gifts. 
tainment, for at the bottom of it all is vividly apparent this| ‘Hisronicvs” sustained the part of Spiritualism most ereditably 
ignificant moral—Spivitualism is now a recognised fact, and its | in his discussion with Mr. Magee Pratt, on Sunday last. His opponent's 
O EREE are true. powers, like those of Mr. Bradlaugh, consisted chiefly in wry faces 
and wry expressions, or attempts to ignore and lead away from the 
| subject. Wonderful indeed are the devious ways pursued by some 
| * truth-seekers ” (?), : 
Tne quarterly meeting of the Marylebone Association of Spiritual- 
ists will take place on Monday, the 13th inst., at the Spiritual Tusti- 
tution, 15, Southampton Row, commencing precisely at eight o'clock; 


AN ryvesticAror wants to hear of Spiritualists in Leicester. 


The Day of Rest is the title of a new penny weekly illustrated 
aper of “Sunday reading.” 


ins. Power has arrived safely in America after a rough voyage. We | 
publish a letter from her soon. when the election of the officers for the ensuing year will take place, 
Pun Jersey Observer gives an article on “Spiritualism,” recom- together with other important business. Any friends wishing to 
ng the Meprem and Mr. Massey's “Concerning Spiritualism.” join the eae are wiles to delat Vue, eR See. 
Mose Lovie will Hold a developing circle and sean on Wades- | nh nate (Mize) would bo gad 1o join a ane if ome ware 
evening, at seven o'clock, at 33, Percy Street, Bedford Square, it is well ascertained that spirits who bave deparied this life for 
esses. Herse AnD WILLIAms are absent from London, giving seances | centuries communicate as well as personal friends recently deceased, 
p provinces All depends on the conditions and the motives of the inquirer. “Where 
Prentice Murrorp is open to receive invitations to lecture on two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
ive subjects, including Spiritualism; also on Emigration, midst of them.” A chapter from Peebles’s biography, “The Spiritual 
a, and American life.—Address, 15, Southampton Row, London, Pilgrim,” was lately quoted in Human Nature, which very well illus- 
| trates this matter, 
. AND Mrs. Honmes, 16, Old Quebec Street, are having successful Tre St. John’s Association of Spiritualists beg to announce the follow- 
tations of materialised spirit-faces. At every sitting for that | ing arrangements for January, 1873:—Thursday, the 16th, lecture b 
se several visitors discern the well-known likenesses of deceased | Mr. J oseph Ashman, on “Healing Mediumship.” Thursday, the ased, 


=) 
| a seance; Miss Kaeves. medium. ‘Thursday, the 0th, a lecture by 
wreLD, the well-known trance-speaker, of Morley, near ©: W. Pearce, Esq. ; subject—* Spiritual Manifestations, Ancient and 
| visit London during the last week in this mont , and | Modern.” be meetings to be held at the St. John’s Temperance Hail, 
resses to such societies as may require her services. Appli- | 7, Corporation Row, Clerkenwell. Admission free. Doors will he 
ould be forwarded at once to 15, Southamptonu Row, W.C. | openee each evening at 8 o'clock, and the meetings commence at 5.30.— 
Pee F R. Pearce, Hon, See. 
W WEEKLY seance was commenced : ne es ee i Bae 
I Institution under the paa d ozi Madig Moning At a | Tne Ball's Pond Association of Spiritualists beg to announce the 
oyante-medium. As no notice had been given, the circle lowing arrangements :— Monday, the 13th, a leeture by Mr, S. 
ut the results in the highest degree satisfactory, A lady had | “oss. Subject—" A Scientific Exposition of | Spiritualism, ond the 
ents aceurately described, although no person in the circle had | Ogin and paige’ s Evil. TORE tho a t. V. Boma "o 
f before. Another lady had her famil history intimately | answel questions and objections from i Je audience, written or oral. 
d, with many details of a Niphlysaprobabls character.—such as | Monday, the 27th, a seanee by Miss Keeves, when that medium will 
to her grandebildren—for the lady had a yery youthful appear- | speak under spirit-control, Monday, February 3, a lecture by T. 
fe congratulate Mrs. Berry, on her return to public action in Shorter, Esq. Subjeet—"Spiritialism and the Press.” ‘he meetings 
4 of Perea. on the vies kg Sethian her Ack pe arte The | to be held at 102, Ball's Pond Road, Islington, corner of King Henry's 
a will ‘continued on Tuesday evenings. For conditions nad thie Mig eg Ppa at eight o'clock each evening. Admission free.— 
B Will DG CO i . Wensrer;, Hon. See. 
of weekly meetings and seances. > 


-= ae -,. | Hatrax.—Dr, Sexton gave three excellent lectures on Sunday on 
dia w-Tyxe.—The secretary of the Spiritual Association, | subjects which have been announced in the Mepies. Tam sorry to say 
| Wood, Freemasons’ Old Hall, Newgate Street, asks the aid | the audiences were very scanty on each cecasion, owing in a great mes- 
tion of the many wealthy Spiritualists who reside in tho’! sure to the wild state of the weather, His treatment of the subject of 
d of Newcastle, to enable the association to engage the | Trance demolished the material philosophy of the mind. On the 
rate mediums and lecturers. y Ger: ald Massey 18 about to | theories invented to account for the phenomena the action of Spiritual 
es for the association, and if sufficient help is obtained | gyveney was clearly demonstrated, We are sorry that space prevents our 
ngaged, who is a great favourite inthe town, The q ; 


en, ! loing justice to the very interesting and intelligent digest furnished b 
l on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday nights, at the | Mr. Wilson. We earnest! centile our aden to invite Dr. cma 


ito visit their localities, and hear him for themselves. 
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must be urged that euch considerations should be postponed, 
really exist as assuniption only until more is known of the pha- 

ne a under inv jon, And if growers error is to be Lago 
‘pen bar to inv , then it may be sewrted that none of the phe- 
nomens known to science could ever have been accepted at all. Chemistry 
of science daily reaching to a higher 
lesa the result of centuries of error. If 
iences of evil, zo no less to 


denee 

of contact i 
The animus of the reviewers is further manifested in the prominence 

+ igen given to the adverse reporta, which, by the su n of all 


ory notes, they have endeavoured to nurse into an import | 


or of the 
pone ot Cpe rand Tori 2 
sufficiently exposed by their juxtsponition 
while the impartiality of the inquiry is placed beyond 
i i ia the volume, The ia failure of some 


ance by no meane their due, Bat what of these 
failure of the least 


value, for no facta have been better ascertained than that the phe- 
nomena cannot at pleasure, and appear to depend upon 


without , but total failure was the lot only of the 
Of the two individual 

authors had, or 
The attempt, therefore, to make the tale of inadequate inves- 

ric Sd hard work and perseverance by the 

is all but a sorry expedient, which only | 
: estimating the generx)] worthlesmess of 
the eritiques—a worthlessness the more appurent now that day Ly day 
the facts ascertained by the successful sub-committees are being verified 
by totally independent investigators. 


Tug Avvexse Cartics CRITICISED. 


Were this an article on the nature of evidence and the credibility to be | criticis:n. 


attached to phenomena of unususl character, it would be easy to show 


and of the services of professional mediums. 
that Mr. Dircks c 


harge of “darkness and 


èlicitel 
ug and 
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under which the phenomena may at all times be evolved. 
Atuosrurs Coxpivioms.—The phenomena eaunet be enecesefull 
in very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder smd ligh 
en agar atmosphere 
tay extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state of man's 
pahdued Ligh? or s the power snd faci emitrol. 
 Cosuvrioys. The ronn in which a circle is held for develupment or 
warmed and ventiiates!, but draught Sea ue 
persams comparing the cirele abiculd meet in the room 
This maintains the pæenlisr thagnetic ounditions macessarr to the 
of the phenomena. A Toreloving ira exhaovte power, or umes it wp. 


RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE. 
ier ra wien the is mery moist 
ASL FEEL, OF. 
a r er for the nmunifestation oe phenvmens. A 
Gee alsin shoal be set spart for that purpyese. It should be 
Siempre igo the asme sitters show) attend meli thine, axt oceopy the 


ss Patvatoomoa, Cosptrioss.—The penotiena ate produced by a vital force 
— fron the sitters, which thie spirits me ae d connecting link between 
wand Objects. Certain tenperamente pire off this power: others emit 

Sf the cire iacotnposet of perwous with muilable tempers- 


TER, 

ments, mas will take plane reeAlSy ; if the contrary be the ose, much 
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bat few opportunities forthe developments, 
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esa cant, te expe 
ing upm the erplenstion 
before the thing to be explained is saliis cxsmined ere rE” 
distinct differance between the fitting of theories to phena-nens, ad of 
phenomena to theories; and this bas yet to be recognised both by the 
public and Spirituslivts. The subject, however, will ma yield to review 
ag or to noaren theorising, Eminentiy it is one for the iasestigsimr. 
no better plea for investigation exists than the lamentable ignoras 

vo lately displayed by the Press ee 
In conclusion, it is hardly probable that asy one sistin will st 
the cass of phenomena alleged to be so varied. Should even the 
Spiritaalist be right, hia triamph will be one only of degree ; for, sold 
an agency of disembodied spirits be exer proven, it sems dificult to 
escape from the conclusion that there may be alw Istent possibilities f 
the embodied mind, only now in process of developement. Nor shodi 
the investigator by any means put frand end delusion out of the soerah, 
Their zasite adinixture is nt only posible, tut likely, while guseta 
remain among doctors, hypocrites among religioniste, perverters smong 
critics, and soriety teems in every e Han g with ~ aee amaie pre 


no apology at the hand of « mere 
issue with the sceptic is a simple one, notwithstanding ite importance 
They but argue, that as in the panes universe an sil erdhet ajenan 
J from ite lowest to its highest 
ia there a like universal connection, of which phreical 
t r i communion thas presus 
no inherent improbability, and proofs of ite existence they affect ty find 
running through all history, as well as in the every-day manifestations 
now so controverted. They further argue thet this commanion is 9 
influential for good or for evil, its action and reaction so determinate 
by the progress of humanity or of the individual ca 
either side of the grave, that it is a factor too important to overlook in 
problem of buman existence. In any case they feel that ther dare 
not withhold facts; and while they are willing to subenit then to rigid 
scrutiny, they neither fear nor expect to escape misrepresentation and 
Isveericates. 


HOW TO INVESTIGATE THE PHENOMENA. | 


It is calculated that one person in every seven might become a medium by observing the proper conditions. The thousands of 
Spiritualists have, in most cases, arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by themselves, and independently of cash other, 
Every Spiritualist ts indeed gn “investi 

y may be for ever repelled, the following series of conditions are presented as those 


gator” —it may be at an advanced stage- and 


> should be placed on cack side of the medium, and those mest positie 
should be st the opposite cormmers. No iyid be plated tegied the 
medium. <A circle may represent a borsewhoe mmyoct, with the metion pent 
between the poles. 
CONDUCT A'T Tun Crecie—The eters shiceeld place their hands pn the ttis, 
aud endeavour to make each other feel carr and cumfertatle. Agreends 
venation, winging, reading, of turocation may be engeged in —enything thst 


“i a 


tend to harmonbe the minds of thos present. and asite them in one parpez, is 
in order. By engaging in euch eserclees the circle may be made very progtatle 


apart fron the manifestations, Bitters should not desire soything in pars 
bat units in belay pleased tO receive that which is beet forall. The disector of 
the cirele should alt Upposite the inedium, and pat all question to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes of the coufitions zod peoreding« 
Manifestations may take place fa a irw minutas, or the circle may sit makry tizes 
bela» any result scours, Useler thes cirmumstagos it is well to ushen te 
positions of the sitters, ar tLoteodace sew cements, tii moams is echie, Whe 
thie tahir begines to tit, or when rape coeur, 46 wot be qo impatient to pet amywert 
t questions When the table ain aneeer questions by giting three tips or rape 
for ** Yes,” and one for “* No,” it may swiet im placing the sitters properiy, Th 
spirit» or intelli graces which produce the phenome etini be treated with che 
same crurtesy and comiderstion ae you wonld dadre ha yourselves if ypa were 
imtextaced Into the company of strangers thr their persetss! beneÉt. 42 the tame 
time, the sitters should mot on zuy aoosent alive thelr jiulinent to be warped er 
their god scenes impad open by spirita, whater their profession: miy be- 
Henson with them kiselly, fireily, and comsiderately. i 

isrnuoot asr Wiru Špimi7S ls carried co by varlions means 
tiree tipa of the talle or rapt far” Yes,” and one for “Na” By thle gsis the 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


5. atlended Mr. Morse’s seanco at the Bpivitns) Institution, on the 
rd instant. Tt was the first meeting of the kind she had attended, and 
she asks the following questions :— 

“Is trance inducible at any time by a pure act of the will on the 
part of the medium, or is the assistance of extraneous magnetic power 
necessary 2” In a trance manifestation there are three factors—the 
suitable condition of the medium, surrounding circumstances, and the 
desire and efficiency of the operating spirit. As to the medium, he 
must be of a receptive constitution, and his will should be in a negative 
state—in other words, he should bo capable of being controlled, and 
willing to have the operation performed. _ As to the surroundings or 
| “ extraneous magnetic power,” some mediums are so constituted that 
the spirits find suflicient of the necessary elements associated with the | 
medium to connect the operations of the spirit with the organism of 
the medium. In other cases the presence of other parties in n “circle” | 
is necessary to evolve elements which are required to enable the spirit 
to project its will-power into the nervous system of the medium, At 
all times both mediums and normal speakers are influenced favourably 
or unfavourably by these surroundings. As to the spirit, no control 
ean be effected unless some spirit is able and willing to operate, nor ean 
that operation take place unless tho medium is suitable and the condi- 
tions favourable. 

“Ts it physical pain that produces that convulsive action in the 
medium while falling into or recovering from the trance?” No. The 
change of the controlling ageney convulses the muscles, but after the 
process commences the medium is generally unconscious, In some 
cases there is considerable suffering—more especially under develop- 
ment, or in the early stages of mediumship. 

“Js not the exhaustion that follows injurious to health, hence 
exercising à baneful rather than beneficial influence?” Mr. Morse’s | 
health has improved during the last year, and yet trance-speaking is 

cheney the same as other forms of mental action are. Do we nob | 
continual y hear of ministers, writers, and lawyers being done to death | 
by over work? Much depends on the conditions. We have seen Mr, | 
Morse ill for two daysafter a control, because of the inharmonious in- 
fluences in which he was for the time placed. We have, on the | 
contrary, seen him much benefited by a control. 

By My own sensation during the seance was that of being in contact 
with strong magnetic power, and for some hours after, the muscles of 
the right hand and arm were swollen and fatigued, much as T once had 
them after a strong application of a galvanic battery, applied under 
medical supervision, Is it customary for persons to be affected by the | 
magnetic current (if I may so express it) in this way? Perhaps Ï am | 
over susceptible, as I believe I possessa fair share of magnetic power— | 
at least, if success in table-turning is any test, or that peculiar sense | 
of sympathetic influence which the presence of persons, sometimes total 
strangers, occasionally elicits 2” You are mediumistic, and freely give | 
off the elements necessary to effect the control; all the organie action | 
performed by the medium while under influence is physical, and has | 
to be derived from physical sources. At the same seance another sitter | 
experienced great exhaustion of the brain. Sensitives who attend | 
lectures often experience similar sensations. 

“One of the spirits controlling Mr. Morse the other evening, 
speaking of souls arriving in the spirit-land alter quitting this life, 
made a remark (I forget the exact words) implying that souls that | 
had not fulfilled the end of their creation in this life would be sent | 
back again. Did he mean to be reincarnated? or to wander, according 
to the popular idea of ghosts, until its term of penance be expired ?” 
All development comes by action, and if the spirit (while in the body) 
neglects those duties necessary to call out its innate powers, it must 
become associated with mediumistie persons, and by the experience thus 
gained evolve its personal attributes. The French Spiritists believe 
that spirits are reincarnated. For information res ecting which, sce 
Human Nature for the last three years, and a special article by Miss 
Blackwell in the forthcoming number (February). See also an ‘article, 
“ A Wife Poisoner in the Spirit-World,” by Leon Favre, brother to 
Jules Favre, the eminent French statesman, which appeared in Human 
Nature for December last. 
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THERAPEUTIC MEDIUMSHIP. 


To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—It is with sincere and unfeigned pleasure 
that I ask you to allow me space in the earliest impression of the 
Mepium to bear testimony to the remarkable gifts of Mrs. Julia B. 
Dickinson, as a clairvoyant of high order, as well as a powerful 
magnetic healer. I was, I believe, her first real patientin London, and 
consequently had the gratification of giving her the first fee; and I 
think it but fair to that lady to complete a threefold chord of har- 
mony by offering her—in acknowledgment of the benefit recoived—the 
first public testimonial. It may be asked by some, Of what nature was 
the disorder? I answer, the same that half the world is groaning 
under, viz., general weakness, and lack of vitality, causing not only de- 

ression and listlessness, but often, too often, great physical suffering, 
in spite of the constant supervision, and as constantly the successful | 
treatment and quick remoyal of the same by our faithful and beloved | 
doctor in spirit-life. 

I had just recovered from two very severe attacks—the first caused by | 
torpidity of the liver, the second from intensified spasmodic neuralgia 
in the neryes and muscles of the left side, which were quickly removed 
by the good spirit-doctor ; but the reaction caused great debility of the 
system, I was therefore thoroughly out of condition. I no sooner saw 
Mrs, Dickinson than I resolved to put myself under her treatment, when 
‘the first visit convinced me of her powers, She was soon under the con- | 
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true English Spiritualist give her the hand of fellowship and 
sympathy !—L am, yours in the cause of truth, ' 
Bornes Drowson. 
19, Leamington Road Villas, Westhourne Park, W., 
January 6, 1873. 

[The stranger to Spiritualism will find some difficulty in appreciating 
the above reliable testimony. It gives a case of what, on purely physio- 
logical grounds, may be denominated the scientific mode of treating 
disease. It is admitted that disease arises from inharmonious or defec- 
tive action of the vital forces. Any treatment, then, which can operate 
directly on the vis medicatriv nature must remedy such inharmonies 
in the most prompt and happy manner, Mrs, Dickinson, from her 
high state of health and peculiar magnetism, is well adapted for this 
important work, and when entranced or controlled by her directiog in- 
fluences sho is impelled to make the proper passes, and with an intensity 
far greater than if she were in her normal state. Her diagnosis and 
prescriptions are also valuable, ‘This unusual form of treatment 
answers in a significant manner the evi bono of Spiritualism. Tt is also 


an exemplification of the scriptural practice of healing by the laying on 
of hands,—Ip. M.] 


A NEW FORM OF CO-OPERATION. 

Mr. J. Burns.—Dear Friend,—It is with much pleasure I write to 
inform you of the sympathy of our kind and true friends of Bishop 
Auckland, Howdon, and surrounding district for the welfare of the 
Spiritual Institution, We have held two seances, and realised £1 Is., 
for which T enclose an order, and thank our friends for their voluntary 
act, as we made no charge, I think if this plan were carried out where 


| seances were held, and good mediums, there might be something more 


done for the Institution. I fear it would intrude too much on vour 
time and space to give a full detail of our seances, I may just state 


| that our france-speaking and physical manifestations are both good ; the 


table, tambourine, and bells being used freely. Wehave not got the 
direct spirit-voice to speak yet, but have the whistle very loud to accom- 
pany us while singing. We have the promise of great things, which I 
doubt not, if we do our part, our spirit-friends will do theirs to accom- 
plish. We have great opposition. Our Christian friends are kicking 
very hard, but they are kicking the right way—they are making the 
people think for themselves, and seek for the truth, whieh, I aim glad 
to say, many are doing. Myselfand family tender onr sincere thanks 
to our worthy friend Jobn Scott, Esq., of Belfast, for his handsome 
new year's present—a large quantity of books, of great value to the 
inquiring mind. ‘Shey are for our own perusal aud to distribute, I 
hope they will be the means of helping to lift many out of the mire of 
ignorance, and set their feet on a sure foundation of the truth.— 
Yours in earnest for the progress of Spiritualism, 
Ropert FPawerrr. 

Bishop Auckland, January 2, 1873. 

[We thank our Bishop Auckland friends for this the Jast evidence 
of their kind and hearty co-operation. It shows that the means of 
carrying on our work depends entirely on the earnestness with which 
all who desire to promote Spiritualism concentrate their elforts— 


Ev. M.] 


A LADY'S THOUGHTS ON THE TIMES ARTICLE. 

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I extract the following little review of 
the Times article from a letter written to my mother by a lady who bas 
comparatively recently investigated and accepted the great facts of 
Spiritualism.—Yours, Desmoxp @. Firz-Genann. 

“ Have you read in the Zimes of the 26th (Boxing-day) an article on 
Spiritualism? It is long, and its object is to urge scientific men to meet 
Spiritualists on their own ground, and either detect their ‘impostures’ 
or explain the causes of the phenomena. ‘The article is written by a 
sceptic; but he, having read a host of literature and ‘ reports’ and 
accounts of seances, and having himself attended four of these—with 
Mr. Home, Miss Fox, and other known mediums—professes himself 
unable to account for the phenomena, even with all the tests and exami- 
nations which he was allowed, and indeed pressed, to make. One of 
his seances was evidently with Messrs. Herne and Williams, at their own 
rooms, but with only a friend of the writer's present besides himself and 
the mediums. He did not see any forms or hands, nor anything but the 
effects of invisible agency; but he is evidently getting rather wonder- 
struck. le persists that though the subject appears to be a very 
ridiculous one, it is nevertheless a very serious one, and decidedly 
demands prompt investigation by scientific men, * who have clearly not 
done their duty.’ This will doubtless call forth something more, and, I 
trust, open at least some eyes to matters which ought to reach the very 
utilitarian, intensely practical, and worldly philosophy of this densely 
stupid age. One would think, to hear the widespread egotism and self- 
glorification of the present day, that there is nothing in God’s universe 
but this earth and the exceedingly clever people on it, who are so busy 
regenerating themselyes, and bringing on a glorious millennium by their 
own material efforts. But ‘the things that are despised’ are, by the hand 
of God, worked for their confusion. We have seen and heard more than 
this writer dreams of! 


” 


“ Yours, 


SPIRIT-PHOTOGRAPHY. 

One of the most imposing objects in the collection at the Spiritual 
Institution is the series of spirit or psychical photographs taken by Mr. 
Beattie, of Clifton, and presented by Mr. Tommy, Bristol. They 
occupy a large mount, tastefully framed, with a full description under- 


rol f her medical guides, who told me what I knew to be | 
eee? and eee a by the assurance that I would not only 
be cured, but grow strong, and that three treatments would make me | 
feel a new being, which it has done. 
“Mrs, Dickinson has not only good healthy magnetic power, but a ans 
spiritual nature and development also, which soothes and elevates al 
vho can enter her spiritual plane, It has been my privilege to laan 
t many soul-inspiring sentiments from this American sister; h ane 
jon, and that of her spirit-guides, is a noble one, and goes out ali e to 
i g humanity, God bless her labours amongst us, and may every 


i 


neath cut from the newspapers. We hope visitors will not forget to 
ask to see this interesting object, in the examination of which an hour 
may be spent very agreeably. —Photo of “John King.” Mr, Russell, 
of Kingston, has handed us specimens of a photograph recently taken 
by him, Mr. Williams, medium, being the sitter, To the left of the 
picture stands a figure attired after the fashion seen in the cooling-roon, 
of a Turkish bath, said to represent the spirit “John King.” As the 
brow and eyes are covered by the turban, the identity cannot be readily 
determined, yet what appears is characteristic of other portraits of that 
spirit. It is a genuine spirit-photograph, 


—— 
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EVIDENCE—OKAL AND WRITTEN—AND A SELECTION FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE, 

412 pp., Large Bco; Bound in Cloth, 15e. 
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4 roa of which they are entitled to the “Dialectical Society's. Report” at HALS Sakon AE ee 
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“Human Nature” and the * Dialectical Society's Report” sent to any address, pot-free, on vecipt of Be Gd. 
Tus work is the result of an investigation, extending over two years, by the following Committee, appointed the 
Council of the Diatcrican Socrery : by 
G. Atkinson, Em, FGB. Grattan Geary, Beg. | ©. Kumal Roberts, Esc, Pu. D, 
Ee raaior Bonzwtt, Exe). | Robert ae T rete | Wiliaw Volekeman, Bar, 
q J. 8. Berghoitn, Esg., C.E. Jenner Gule Hillier, Hac, | Morace 8. Yeotrans, Ber. 
Charles Hradlaugh, Esg. Mre, J. G. Hillier. coe Cary, Yay, BA. 
* G. Fenton Camtron, Esg., M.D. Henry Jeffery, Faq. | EW. Cox, Vary, Bexjesot atLaw: 
Sin Kasis Davies, DL, Albert Kisch, fate MECS. H. D. Sencken, Vey, Barrierat Law. 
D. W Dyte, Esq, MOS, | Joseph wey, d. H- Levy, Baa. 
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$ uod», Esg., M.D. . M. Mom, Pea, : ‘glare, Bey, F p 
i ‘ = Robert Quelch, Esg., CE. Sonal Wether, Eag. PEAN 
; James Gannon, Kacy. Thomas Reed, Kay. 
> me Profesor Huxley and Mr. George Heary Lewis, Eige to be invited ty osoperste, 


Minute Reports are given of the experiences of sub-committees, derived from the general Committee, who were for 
many months engaged in the investigation “of the phenomena without the aid or presence of any 4 
medium ;” and the greater part of these members of Committees “commenced their investigations in an avowedly 
ical spirit.” These reports corroborate each other, and embody the following synopsis of phenomena obtained -— 
L Sounds of a very varied character, apparently proceeding fromm articles of furmture, the floor and walls of the 
room—the vibrations accompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the touch—oecor without being 
uced by muscular action or mechanical contrivance. 
Il. Movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of 
muscular foree by the persons present; and frequently without contact or connection with any person. 
IIL These sounds and movements often occur at the times and in the manner asked for by persons present, and by 
means of a simple code of signals answer questions and spell-out coherent communications. 
During the course of a long series of sittings the Committee obtained evidences, arguments, and experiences from 
the following persons :— 


Mrs. Bima Hardinge. Mr. George Childs. | Mr. Cromwell F. Varier. Mr. Glover. 

Mr. B. D. Jencken. | Mr. Joha Jones. Mr. T. Shorter. | Lord Lindasy. 

Mra: Honey wood. | Mr. and Mrz. Kowercft. Mr. M. Eyre. i Mi= Dougies. 

The Hon, Mrz. —. | Lord Borthwick. Mr. Lowenthal | MM. Chevalier. 

Mr. T. M. SimmRias, | Miš Jones. Mr, Hockley. Miss Anne Hiackwell 
Mr. Edward I. Blanchard. | Mr. J. Btirns. Mr D. D. Home, Mr. Percival 

Mr. J. M. Spear. Mr. T. Sherratt. Mrs. Cox. Mr, Hain Frieveil 
“Mr. B. Coleman. Miss Houghton. Signor Damiani. Mr. William F: 


j p statements of these witnesses are given at length, embracing an accurate description, amplified by cross- 
examination, of some of the most remarkable phenomena which have been witnessed. This important evidence may 
be thus summarised :— 
_ L Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy bodics—in some instances men—rise slowly in the air, and 
‘remain there for some time without visible or tangible support. 
2, Fourteen witnesses testify to having seen hands or fingers, not appertaining to any human being, but life-like 
in appearance and mobility, which they have sometimes touched, or even grasped, and which they are therefore convinced 
“were not the result of imposture or illusion. . 
_ 3. Five witnesses state that they have been touched by some invisible agency on various parta of the body, and 
often, when requested, when the hands of all present were visible. 
4, Thirteen witnesses declare that they have heard musical pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated 
me any visible aZEnCy. 

_, 5. Five witnesses state that they have seen red-hot coal applied to the hands or heads of several persons without 
Producing pain or scorching. 
1R? ht witnesses state that they have received precise information through rappings, writings, and in other ways, 
the accuracy of which was unknown at the time to themselves or to any persons present, and which, on subsequent 

was found to be correct. 

Three witnesses state that they have been present when drawings, both in pencil and colours, were produced 
ort a time, and under such conditions as to render human agency impossible. 
Six witnesses declare that they have received information cf future events, and that in some cases the hour and 
Of their occurrence have been accurately foretold days, and even weeks before. 
o work dlao contains communications, letters, and statements from— 


munds M.D., MCS. Mr, W. M. Wilkinson. Mr. Robert Chambers. Dr. W. B. Catpenter. 
Ah PZS. | Dr. Davey. pr. Lockbart Kobertaon. Mr: T, A: ae 
y, Mr. Shorter. Dr. Charke Kidd. Mr. C. Bradiaugh. 
| Dr. Garth Wilkinson. Mr. Vusetlule. M. Leon Favre. _ 
Mr. William Howitt. | Mr. Edwin Arnald. Mra. Letitia Lewis. 
| Lard Lytton. Mr. J. Hawkins Simpson. | ‘The Countess De Pi . 
Dr. J. Dixon. Mr. A. Glendinning. M. Canile Fiamarion. 
| Mr. Newton Crosland. Profemer Tynésil, Mra. Guppy, &e., &c; &e. 
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Por Terms, apply to R. Hanver, Soho Mill, Birmingham. 


ANTED, a Situation as HOUSEKEEPER to a Single 

Y Gentleman or Widower (where a Servant is kept), by a Lady, aged 

Twenty-eight, thoroughly domesticated and fond of children, First- 

class references. Apply, by letter only, A.B. C. 15, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C. 


ADDINGTON HALL OF PROGRESS, 90, Old Church 
Street, Edgware Road. On Sunday next, a TEA-PARTY and 
SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT. ‘Tea at 4.15 pam, precisely. Tickets, 
single, ts.; double, Is. 6d. Admission after ‘Tea, 2d. 


HE “SHEFFIELD RADICAL,” a Weekly Nowspaper 
devoted to the interests of the Working Classes, Single copy, by 
post, 14d.—Publishing Office, 68, Orchare, Sheffield. 
MUN “INTERNATIONAL HERALD.” The People’s Paper, 
advocating “Liberty in Right—Equality in Law—Fraternity in 
Interest.” Weekly, One Penny.—London: 7, Red Lion Court, Mleot 
Street, E.C. 


SEANCES IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK, 

FRIDAY, Jaxnvary 10, South London Association of Progressive Spivitualists, 24, 
Lower Stamford Street, Blaoktriars, at 7 p.m, Visitors to write to F. M . 
Taylor, care of Mr. Weeks, as above. 

Sunpay, January 12, at Mr. Cogman’'s, 15, St. Peter's Road, Mile End Road, 
at 7 o'clock. 

Mowpay, Jayvary 13, Developing Circle, at Mr, Cogman’s, 15, St. Peter's Road, 
Mile Bnd Road, at 8 o'clock. 
Ball's Pond Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, 102, Ball's Pond 
Road, Islington. Admission Free, Commence at 3 o'clock. 

Turspay, January l4, Seance at Mrs. Mary's, 521, Bethnal Green Road, at 9. 
Admission Free. 

WEDNESDAY, JANvAny 15, Seance at Mr. Wallace's, 105, Islip Street, Kentish 


Tuvnspay, JANUARY 16, Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism . 
Seance at their rooms, 74, Navarino Road, Dalston, E., at 8 p.m. Par- 
ticulars as to admission of visitors on application to the Secretary. 
8t. John’s Association of Spiritualists, 7, Corporation Row, Clerkenwell, 
Lecture by Mr, Cotter on ‘* Matter and Spirit: their relations to Human 
Existence.” To commence at 8.50 p.m. Free. 


SEANCES IN THE PROVINCES DURING THE WE EK. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, KEIGHLEY, 10.30 a.m, and 5.30 p.m. Messrs, Shackleton 
and Wright, Trance-Mediums, Children’s Progressive Lyceum at 5 
a.m. and? p.m. 
Sowersy Brings, at Mr. W. Robinson’s, Causeway Head, Children’s 
L seh ai and2p.m,. Public Moeting, 6.30 p.m, Trance-Medium, 
r. Wood. 
BREABLEY, Public Meetings, 10,80 a.m., 2.30 and 6.30 p.m, 
Medium, Mr, Mingworth, 
BowsinG, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m, Hall Lane, 2 
and 6 p.m. 
Bowie, in Hartley's Yard, near Railway Station, Wakefield Road, at 
2.30 and 6 o'clock, 
MANCHESTER, Union Chambers, 15, Dickenson St., Mount St., at 2.30, 
Cowms, at George Holdroyd’s, at 6 p.m. 
Hace’s Lane END. 9 a,m, and ô p.m. Trance-Mediums, Mrs, N. Wilde 
and Mrs, R. Hudson, 
GAwTHORPE, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m. Mrs, 8. A. 
Swift and J. Kitson, Mediums. 
Morey, Mr. G. Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, 
medium, at 6.30, 
“HALIFAX, at the Stannary, 2.30 and 8.30. Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Wood, 
Trance-Mediums. 
NorrinGHaM, at Mr, Gilpin’s Rooms, Long Row. 
at 9.45 a.m. and 2 p.m. Public meeting at 6.30 p.m, 
Osserr COMMON, WAKEFIELD, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 2 and 6, p.m, 
Healing and Trance-speaking Medium, Mr, John Crane, 
BISHOP AUCKLAND, at Mr. Fawcett’s, Waldron Street, at 6 o'clock. Notice 
is required from strangers, 
NEWCAStLE-ON-TyN&, at Freemasons’ Old Hall, Bell's Court, Newgate 
Street, at 8 p.m. 
Graseow Association of Spiritualists. Public Meeting at 6.30 p.m.. 
at 164, Trongate, 
BieMinGuam, at Mr, Down's, 42, Aston Road. Trance and Test at 
7 o'clock. Also on Tuesday and Thursday Evenings, at 8 o'clock. 
Liverroot, Public Meetings at the Islington Assembly Rooms, at 2.30 
and 7 pm., Trance-mediums from all parts of England, &e. 
Mowspay, Jaxvary 13, Hunn, 42, New King Street, at 7.30, 
Turspay, January l4, Kerenney, at 7.30 p.m., at the Lyceum, 
i Mediums, Mrs, Ducas and Messrs, Wright and Shackleton. 
GAWTHORPE, at Mr, J. Mercer's, at 7.30 p.m. Medium, Miss A. Mercer. 
Sowrrny Briver, at Mr. W. Robinson's, Causeway Head, 8 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, BowLtna, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, § p.m, 
Haae’s Lane Exp. at 7.30 p.m. Trance-Mediums, Mrs. N. Wilde and 
Mrs. R. Hudson, 
Morky, Mr. G, Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, at 7,30, 
Ossert Common, at Mr. Johu Crane's, at 7-30, Healing and Trance- 
medium, Mr, Jolm Crane, 
GLASGuW Association of Spiritualists. Weekly Conference, at § p.m., 
at 164, Trongate, Circle-room open to members and inquivers, at $ p.m, 
on other evenings, 
Trurspay, JANUARY 16, BOWLING, Hall Lane, 7.30 p.m, é 
Gawrnorrs, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, a Developing Circle, at 7.30, 
Wes HARTLEPOOL, Seance at Mr. Hiut's, Adelaide Street. 
Bisnor AUCKLAND, at Mr, Faweett’s, Waldron Street, at 8 o'clock, Notice 
is required from strangers, j 
Nuweasrpe-on-Lyxe. Old Freemasons Hall, 
Street, Seauce at 7.00, eat ca 
4 t ‘on Wd renpoon, Weekly Conference, at Mrs, Bo ms, Cale- 
Paes Fis ay dene Hotel, 6, Staford Street, at 5 pn, 
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DARLOW'S NEWLY-IMPROVED PATENT 
MAGNETIC SKRUASMA APPLIANCES, 
For Spinal and Liver Complaints, Nervous, Bronchial, and Rheumatic 
fare ons, and the Prevention of Sea-Sickness, Smallpox, Cholera, and 

Fever. 
DARLOW AND CO., INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 
63, Now Woouwicen Roan, LONDON, È. 
Temporary City Doepdt-—29, Farringdon Street, E.G. 
Tlustrated Pamphlets post-tree. 


R. GOGMAN, Exuerro-Maanetie Hearer, will see 
PATIENTS, from Ten till Two o'clock daily, ab his residence, 

15, St. Peters Road, Mile End Road. Persons visited at their own 
residences. Sunday Evening SEANCES at Seven o'clock; contribution 
voluntary. DEVELOPING CIRCLE on Monday Wvenings, at Bight 
o'clock; 4s, per month, paid in advance, Lessons given in Psychological 
Science, One Guinea. 


s AJ 
SENIER’S ASTHMA REMEDY NEVER FAILS, 
QORP wholesale by Newbery and Sons, 37, Newgate Street, 

London ; and Raimes, Blanshards, and Co., Leith Walk, Edinburgh. 
General Agent for Great Britain, M. J. Sutherland, Burnley, Lancashire, 
who on receipt of 2s. 9d, will send a box prepaid. Sole proprieter 
Alfred Senier, Pharmacist, Mazomanie, Wis., United States. 


DSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION, for the Cure of Diseases, 
254, MARYLEBONE Roan. JOSEPH ASHMAN, Principal. 


E, 
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\:| looser HERNE and WILLIAMS, Srirrr-Meprums, beg 
to inform investigators that they are at home daily fo give 
PRIVATE SEANCES from 12 o'clock noon till 5 pm. They are also 
open to receive og, sepia for Private Seances in the Evening, 
either at home or at the residence of investigators. —Address, 61, Lamb’s 
Conduit Street, Foundling, W.C. 


RS. JENNIE HOLMES’S (late of New Orleans, La., U.S.A.) 
SEANCES, for Musical, Physical, Trance, Inspirational, and 
Materialisation Manifestations, will be held every MONDAY, TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, and THurspay Evenings, at her reception rooms, No. 16, Old 


Quebec Street (two doors from Oxford Street), Marble Arch, W., at 


Eight o’clock; donation,5s. Private Sittings, for Business and Medical Con; 
sultations, from One to Four o’clock p.m. same days; fee, One Guinea. 
Strangers, investigators, and Narn oeie especially, are invited to 
attend, to “Prove all things and hold fast to that which is good.” 
—Her powers as a Medium have been the subject of wonder and 
comment throughout the United States, Canada, and Central America. 
ies ncemanie are from some of the most prominent gentlemen of 
© States. 


RS. JULIA B. DICKINSON (from the United States), 
CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN AND MaGnerre Hearer, invites all who 
are Sick to test her marvellous powers of Diagnosis and Curing 
Disease. All forms of human ailment undertaken, and everything 
curable cured. Psychometric Delineations of Character given, and the 
spirit-friends of visitors seen and described. Terms reasonable. Con- 
sultations free. Business hours, 9 till 6—Address, 101, Southampton 
Row, London, W.C. 


A LIONNE, L.D., Trance, Puystcar, &e., Meptum, holds 

Bi-weekly SEANCES at 16, Mount Street, New Road, E. Sunday, 

at 6.380 p.m.; Wednesday, at 8 p.m. Admission, ls. Circles attended 
by appointment. 


ISS HUDSON, Noraaz, CLramyoyant, AND PROPHETIC 
MrpiM, RECEIVES Visitors daily (Sundays excepted), from 
Twelve till Six o'clock, at her residence, 17, Castle Street, Wells Street, 
Oxford Street. ‘Terms, Five Shillings each Visitor. Questions answered 
by Letter; terms, One Guinea, 
Ņ RS. OLIVE, Trance Meprum for Test Communications 
from Spirit Relatives and Friends; also for the Cure of various 
Diseases by Spirit-Magnetism and Proscriptions.—49, Belmont Street, 
Chalk Farm Road, London, N.W. 


ADAMI LOUISE (from New York), Meprean, Oram- 
voyant, and Heating Mepienm (holds a Diploma from the New 
York Medical College and Women’s Hospital), ATTENDS PATIENTS 
and GIVES SEANCES at the Residences of Patients, or at her Recep- 
tion Rooms, 33, Percy Street, Tottenham Court Road. 


Ņ ISS GODFREY, Curative MESMERIST AND RUBBER. 
Clairvoyant Examination and complete Diagnosis, 21s.; Mes- 
merising and Rubbing, One Guinea per Week and Travelling Expenses. 
—Miss Goprrey may be seen by appointment at 161, Hampstead 
Road, N.W. 
Ņ RS. AYRES, Quatmemp Mipwirr, Weaning ann Mag- 
NETISING Mepium, 16, Mounr Struer, New Road, EB. 


Ņ RS. MARSHALL, PROPHRTICAL AND OLARVOYANT 
Mepivm, RECEIVES at her residence, 29, Shirland Road, Maida 
Hill, W.—Private Seances, 10s. and ds. each. 


Ņ RS. WALLACE, Hranine Meptum, 105, Islip Street, 
Kentish Town, ATTENDS PATIENTS, either at her own house or 
at their residences. 


AMES V, MANSIIELD, Test-Medium, Answers Sealed 
eF Letters, at 361, Sixth Avenue, New York, U.S.A. Terms, One 
Guinea. Letters may be left with J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, 
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